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 Comforting Cordi, FY 
„ 8 
Old and Young Chriſtians: | q 
£55 BeIwS oo 3 1 
An exact Account of the Abebors Eren 8 3 
ence, in the following Particulars. oo 


I. An Account of ſome Exerciſes of Soul he met 
with in his Pilgrimage. 

U What ſtrange and remarkable Providengun bet was 
wefſted with, and Many of them the return of 

E Ayer. = 

II some Texts of Scripture, which have been the i Rf 

= ſubje&t Matter of ſweet Meditation to his Soul. - A 

IV. His laſt and beſt Advice, to His 8 al 4A 

Grand- Children. EE | 


8 


| Gown and. 2 all ye bet "oe God, and 7 n e ier . 
What be beth done for my Sous. Flal. Ii i 
1 30:11 utter aark-fayiiigs-of 01d: Which we bave bears © 
Us known, and our Fathers ha ve told us. We will not bide 
be m from their Gbildren, be wing to the Generatings to , 
be praiſes f the Lord, Kc. Pla} en 2.9745 5 „ >. 
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in Meekneſs, Modeſty and Simpath; Vin d in every Sta- 
Jin a Kelation wherein God placed him; and in 6 
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All you have by way of Prafucy in Colliandationl Bc 
of this Fact, is a Letter from the Reverend Mr. 
h which i is now in the Publither' 5 Rand 


Row nr, 1 uren 
] „Mouth. Mary f 


bave 3 heurd him fell the. Motiers of Fa? 
which you have before you. _ 
He was the mof# eminently Piows Man I ever ikea 70 


Ws n'd with all the Ghriftiatt Graces aud Virtues, Bf ©* 


Life was 4 Life of Prayer, Meditation and Holineſs; OS 
be was 4 goed Husband, ne of the beft of Parents, q YO 
Nad Nerghbour, a choice Chriftion Friend; he exceliei=* 


Mord, was one ef the meſt knowing. judicious, ſolid 
devout Chriftiens, I ever was acquainted with.. I of. 
bee! te al the Minigers and Chriftians in Garrick, fo ce 
the Truth of the above Qhæracter, and for the cy 
v Fact PP: in this Trac. - 
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Comforting Cardiol, 


Old and Young Chriſtiand: Þ -: 


_— Being the laſt Advice of John Stevenſon i in the Shire 
ir |, el Mira his Children and Grand Children. 
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Dear Children and Grab __ 
dren knowing that | muff ſhortly 
put off this Tabei nacle, ap . 
tuly pe. ade of the Realist 

hat. is in Bene 210n, and that : 5 

"Me 12 3701 "I Ken; 1c not 528 

ve {Orme | Teflunony bekmc 7 © 

| 1 at i my real Toricern, for your ne- 
rer "HE Souls: which IchoOoſe to Commit to Writs 
ing, that when I am gathered to my Fathers, ve may at 


WH 
. 2 


your leifure Rec what Ged has dene ſar my Soul, . 
ray be thence encouraged to ſet vont Hope in God, 


I. Lſhall in the rſt Place, Give you an Account” 


f {ome Ererciles of Soul, I kave met with in my 4 | 


ilgrimage. 
II. She w bt Remarkable Providences 1 hae 
een Tryſted wilb, and many af them tae Return 


Pf Prayer. 


III I ſhall 3 ſome Texts of Serbe 
which have been the ſubjeR Matter of Tweet Medi 
ation to my S6ul, 


rice. | 
47 to my Souls Exerciſe, 1 


88 to the 22 NS and Wa 
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I And laſtiy, 1 (tall give you. my Laff, andbe & 


| The firſt Time I found my Heart ſenſibiſ Eu 


V 
Nu in the Days of my Youth, when there was 
” - little or no open Viſion; becauſe faithful! Paſtors 


"Ss and I took it as the ground of my fure Hope, and 1 1 


Fellow en to know the Lord, &c. and from this made me 


Dis Praiſe, he has been as good 2s his Word. 
| Atheiftical houghts of G00, and fo far oppreſſed | 
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Were driven into. Cerners. Fhe Lord in bis Pro- 
vidence- brought me to hear Mr. Thomas Kennedy, of 
ones Miniſter in Leſſwade, but at this Time thrown il 
_ ent ef his Charge, by the Rage of the Prelates; tile 
Hlace where L heard him was in the Hall of RIC, 
Where he Lectured on the 129 Pim; then and 

| thera fil Lin Love with the Word, and Ordinances WM 

of; God, and through Grace have through ſeveral M 

Fribulations, adhered to the Purity of Doct ine, 
Diſcipline, Government and Worſhip, which is now 8 

Eſtabliſhed in the Church of Scotland; my Siſter, my 

Wife, and Wife's Brother, were at the ſame Time with 

me engaged to the good Way of the Lord, and were 

all of us about the ſame Age. 5 2 55 1 
Aſter my Heart was thus Diſpoſed ſeriouſly, to 

wo: k out my own Salvation; I ſell. under great Diſ- 

gonragement.. Firfi. Becauſę of my Iznorance. 2415, 
Becauie ot my want of Chriſtian Experience. As to 

the Firtt, the Lord made me to Hope it would be cur- W 
ed, and the Word on which he cauſed me to Hope, I» 

was in Prov ii. 3, 4.5-verſes. He bore it in on my mind, þi 


muſt awn to his Glory, he has ſent his Word and heal- 8 
ed me of this Plague in a competent meaſure. ' 4 

As to the 24, My diſcouragement for want of Chri- 
ian experience : The Lord brought to my mind the 
vi che. of Hof. and 3 Verſe. Ther fhal] we know, if we | 
Hope, the I. ord would in due Time acquaintme with 
the experimental Knowledge of himſelf; and Lown to 


On the back of this, I was violently aſſaulted with 


with them for à confiderable Time, that my Bodily 
th was impared thereby to a great degree; a! W 


h 
Tj le, ignor 5 deyices, and 200 
Ame, I was ignorant of Saus devices, and 100 
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cloſely kept the Dev is ſecrets, by not Mifolding my - 

gictre ted aſe to ſlome Chriftian Nriend; but this 1 

away, found, that theſe unworthy thoughts of GON) 

oY lled me with Horror, and Ineither allowed them, 

3M nor cntertain'd them, but at the Time could not di- 

WM <rn, that they were Satan's Hery' Darts, but rather 

charged them on mydLelt, which ſtil! iner eſſed My 

W trouble; however ſt pleated the mercifull GO te re- 

buke the Tempter, by making his Perfeftions ſhire 

on my Soul, when 1 was gazing on his wonderfull 

Creature the Sea; and gradually manifeſted hjmſeis 

to me more and more, when viewing his Works, till 

at length L ſaw his glorious Being and Perfections 

ſpinc forth brightly. in a refreſhing drink of Water 

Z which L took, and after wards more and more diſplay 

MM theowelves in every pile of Grafs, and every Flower 

FF of the Field, till I firmly believed that he was, and the 

#3 Rewardetr of them that diligently ſeck him; which 

= | happy outgate from the fear ful Pit and miery Clay, 

filled my Soul with great Joy and Pleaſure and long © 

aer 1 was allowed to Read GUN: in all his Crez-. 1 

ture, with great. fatisfattidddſd tt IR 

WW Afﬀter a conſiderable Time in the Year 1678, } + 

heard Mr. John Cunningham in the Ghurch-Yard of © - 

Kirkmichael, Preaching on the 2 Cb. v. 20. New hben 

we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt; as bang Gel did beſeech 

Y $27. 4y ws; we pray you in Chriſt's Head be ye reconciled © 

0% God.. What he mainly infijied on was, I hat b; 
Nature we were in a ſtate of enmity againſt God, ane 

had need to be reconciled to God. When he opened 

up this ftate of enmity agamſt GD, 1 was filled with 

fear that I was in that ſtate, yea, petſwaded and cor- 

vinced in my.apprehenfion that I was fo; I was made 

to ſee clearly the Evil and danger of ſuch à ſtate, and ib 

his Arroms did ſtick ſaſt in me, becauſe I cuncladed £3 j 

was onepf the auwiſe Son, that kad ſtuck long in 

too be Place of the breaking forth of Children add had "Nj 


| 4 mot got fully outoftheKate-of Natures, Wen he ne 
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5 
to Apply his pete he . all to rang on! 
of this ſtate of enmity, and expoſtulate 1 ch 
With us, in order to enforce the Exhortation. 
Both Doctrine and Application had great weight 
with me, and made. me go away longing to be recon. | 
2150 to. GOD, and relolved neyer to be eaſy till it 
Were ſo. 
Alter this in the ſame Near 1678; and 12th, of Au. 
ft, Iheard Mr. John Welfb'on- Craigdoaw-Hill, xo 
12 on the above-named Text, 2 Cor. v. 20. and 
izliſted (chiefly on this, We befeech you Le ye f econc fiel 
3 1 GOD: In ſpeak ing to which Words, the Lord help 
ed his Servant, not only to ſhew what · it Was to be re- 
_ concil'd to GOD, but alſo earneſtly to preſs Reconci- 
lation, and to make a free, fall and płeiſing offer of 
Clorious Chriſt as Mediator and Days. Man, and the 
Seat Peace- maker, who would make up the breach, 
Jad bring about this much needed Reconciliation. 1 
being fully convinced how greatly I gere this Re- 
codciliation and Days. Man, Who is the onl y way to. 
" the Father ;\Lwith all my Heat and Soul did-cordi-! 
ally and chearfully make the Offer wellcome, and \ 
without known guile did accept of, ard receive 810. 8 
rions Chriſt on his- o Terms in all his Offices 22 
Mediator, and did give my ſelf away to the Lord, in 
aper ſonal aud perpetual Covenant never to be forgot · | 
ten: accepting of D or my. Lord) and my God. 
apd my Guide to the Death, and great Reward after 
g i reſolving tho“ ſtrange Lords had Dominion over 
f mee yet henceforth I would be called by his Name, 
i 7 Oechel for- my only GOD and 
A Lord ; upon which I took the © Banks. Earth, and 
Sum in the Firmament that was ſhining. on us, as al- 
ebe: Amhaſſador who made the Offer aud Cſcrk 
ho taiſed the Palme, I fay, 1 took all theſe-to- Wit- 
nels in the great Judgement-Day, that I had-upright-V 
-ty,agd 8 enter'd into this Exerlaſting Mar- 
3 r . — wr 89 | 
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u: dio his Covenant till Death: Aſter which my Soul 
ly} was filled with Joy and Peace in Belle ng, ii was a 
4 Joy unſpeakable and glar16us, baving now got good. + 
lt Tope through Grace, that the“ he was Angry, pet 
neu his anger was turned away, and Ee was now be- 
it come my Salvation: Irejoiced in the I houghts of wy. 
new Relation to GOD the Saviour, and felt the-Ra-. 
viihing ſweetneſs of a Reconcil'd State, and went a- 
way Hrmly reiolving that I would Walk all my Days, 
inthe bitter nets of my Soul, and nevet be yainly lite 
up, bui would fear the Lord and his goodneſs, who 
had ſo far conteſcended to ſtoog ſo low as to Par- 
don a Rebel, and be-reconciled and pacifiedo me, a- 
ter all I had done, and all my Bunes at this very Time 
ſhall, and da Cry ont, who it God like unto thee; a 
God keeping Covenant, and whoſe faithfulneſs and merey, 
endure to all Generation. C 
Tho! after this ſenſible and ſacet CV enanting with 
60D on the Hitt, of Craigdow, I always ſtadied to 
improve this Covenant Relation with GOD, accor- - 
ding to my various Caſes, Tentations, Neceſſities and 
Diſtrefſes, yet the moſt memorable Time of my Re- 
newing this Covenant, was at Craigdarroch in Mihf. 
dale, in the Tear 1686, where in ſectet Prayer, the 
Lord determined to renew that Covenant I had enter- 
ed into with him on Graigdow-Hill, and wonderfully. 
condeſcended io bring me as it were nigh to his Seat, 
and fili: d my Mowth with Arguments, and allowed 
me to plead With him as à Man does with a recen- 
ciled F riend, there was I helped with great enlarge- 
ment. to renew and adhere to the everfafling Cove. | 
vant, and there the Kind Gad manifeſted him ſelf to me, 


y ſay; that 


otherwiſe: then to the: Wor id, and I ma { 
. truly my fellowſhip, was with the Rather; and win 
his dear Son Jeſus, in as ſenfible a way and eminent 
- degree; as ever. I met with before or ſince tho many, 
mes he han been eren ſince kind to my, St 
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ſolatary Places, and with an aching Heart tremblin 


lidg'd Chrift's Sheep which knew his Voice, but 
will not follow a Stranger, to wander ſrom Sea to 


g | May, theſe who were in Power and Authority, ſeem- 


| edi to bid Chrift depart out of our Coaſts, and many 
allo were the Provocations of Sons and of Daughters; 


-- ., our ſolemn Covenants Where with we had bound our 
ſelVes to ihe Lord, were too littte Regarded by a 


| great many: all this filbd my Soul with fear, leaſt glo- | 
of 


ious Chriſt ſhoald be provok'd not to return again 
to Poor Seortand, then IU thought if he would not re- 


Pa overwhelmed within me, on the account of a rit- 
ing Generation, and for fear of a departing 3)D 
and Glory. I was irequently obliged to retire to ff 


Soul, and wringing of my Hands, bewail the {ad Cir- } 
cumſtances that poor Poſterity would be in, if God I 
.ſhoald leave theſe Lands; I ſaw that the Rage of a j 
Preletich Perſecution, had Baniihed- many faithful) } 
Shepherds, had put ſome of them to Death, and were | 
reſtleſs in purſuing others. ſo that ther had ſcattered | 
the Lord's Flock, and made them wander en the 
Mountains in the dark and cloudy Day, which ob- 


Sea, and from one pact of the Land to another, to | 
heat the pure and good Word of the Lord, and many 
times could not find it: All this made my Soul caft | 
down within mg for all Fleſh had Corrupted their 


turn with'a Preached Goſpel in plenty and Purity, 


we had been the Cruel Generation who had ſent him 
away from our felves and poor Poſtettty; which 
*ebliged me in deep Diftreſs,- to lament over a-rifing 


. Generation, and earneſtly to entreat, that Glory might | 
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''Z Wdeparted Glory but I being-perplexed in Spirit, did 

hp 1 in my own Breaſt muſter 8 Objections againſt 

27 Wall bis grounds of Hope. and ſo ſtill ſtrengthned m 

- ſelf in my diftreſſing Unbelief at length and at laſt, 
he advanced this for our Encouragement, that Gd 
i WT had born it in on the Minds of honeſt Minifters and: 
id Chriſtians on Scaffolds and at the Hour of Death, 
he by an irrefiftable gale of his Spirit, that he would 

b- q yet ſay concerning this part of Zion, here is my Reſt, 
and here I defire to dwell, and that he would certain-= 
0 MF ly return with the Goſpel Diſpenſation in Plerty and 
© WF Purity: On which my diſcoui ag merit evaniſhed, for 

'/ WM theſe Tidings of great Joy? tor 1 perſwaded my elf; 

. that the ſecret of the Lord is with hem that feu him, 


E 


lies. He bid ſuch take Courage, for Chriſt would 
et Comfort Zion and return to theſo Lands, in ſpite 
Jof all Oppoſition He advanc'd ſeveral Arguments or 
grounds of Hope, that he would yet return With a 


and that GOD would never ſuffer 15e cf ie of 


e Poor 70 fail for ever, eſpecially ſeeing he imp reſt 

/ WF them with this Hope io a Dying Hour. ata 1 we 

5; WH} whenthey were filled with Joy and Peace ir. Beliey- 

5 ing, and ſome of them gold as-a.Frivce before his 
5 Seat, and getting an abuncant entrance Miviſtred ta 
hem into the Heavenly Kingdom. And now bleſſed 
be his Name who baniſhed my Fears. and has ſince 

= © let the fee Jeruſalem a quiet Habitation. and Glory © 7 
'>  dwcllingin our Land near. Forty Yeais together. ard 

þ none of Zion, Enemies now to make us afraid. the 
Lord has broughi back our Captivity like fircams in 

5 the South, and when he did ſo, we were like Menthat 
"Þ Dreamed, he fill'd our Mouths with Singing, and“. 
our Hearts with ſoy, and the Righteous Lord hath _ 
d cut the Cords of the ungodly G w. 
= And I mult ſay to his Praiſe, that before te Mer- 
2 he Remarkably pow'd down 4 Spirit of 
4 | Prayer In us, and fo prepared our Healts and bow- 
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Well as at the Time, Pm fully convinced he never bid 


' 3 


1 
e 98 | 
ed down his ear to hear; and on aſter reflection as C 


the Honſe of cob in their moſt Melancholy Circum- . 


returning after the Rain, and my Soulenyirowd and 


a Meyiator, and concluded he was an unknown 


particular) was more fully laid open to me, than 


pPower shine in upon my ſoul, that 1 was Hilbd. With 
—_ Wea, the amazing good will of GOD to fallen 


beſt fer us at all Times, to draw fear to GOD: 


apprehended, and was afraid, that I had never got 


to Read the Pe fections of GD. in every u satufe 


bim Upright, yet he ſoon found out many Invep- 


Creature excepting Devils, that ever diſobeyed his 


ſtances, ſeek his face in vain; but that it's good, ea 


Some time aftex my former happy oatgate, from 
my above mention'd Diſtreſs; 1 found the Cloud: 


beſet with thick Darkneſs, tho' I continued to have 
a deep ſenſe of my loſt fate by Nature, and that 
I could not help my ſelf, tho! I had deſtroyed my 

ſelt, yea, tha“ I was convinced a Remedy, was pro. 
vided, and that there was no other Name by which! 
could be Saved, then the Name of Jer Chrift; yet! 


a faving Difcovery of the way of Salvation, through 


Chrift to me. This perplexed my Soul for ſome 
Weeks, till one Day I was in the Fields, and Me3t- 
tating on the Works. of GOD, where 1 wo hen 


{ obſerv'd, that all of them had Sbeyed the I aw i 
their Creator, and neye inthe leaft aeted contrary to 
the Will of him., who by his Powerfull Word had 
given them a Being: Tois brought me te Conſider, 
how Man had carried towards his Lord and Be- 
nefactor, and ſpeedily 1 found; that tho? GOD mace 


tions unworthy of his @ O.D, and was the only 


Holy, Juſt, and good Commandments,” on which 
the depraved ſtate of fallen Man, (and my own in 


what I cod. well conceive before: But all of a ſud- 
den, a bright Diſplay of Redeeming Love did with 


IJ — 1 1 7 . 4 2 2 


** * * 5 1 1 x * — 
af =>. Aw 2 + Py. 2 On T9 Xa os ws * 4 
Y RT - * N 1 . * » 1 " 

? * 1 1 * * v oe * 2 — * 


yg 


* "Lk : n 
Man, to a Creature ſo unworthy, ungratefall and R- 
bellions, when at the ſame Lime, he had not only re- 
folved to Pardon his Rebellion, and bring the Blick 
Norid into Favour again, but would do all this by 
ending his own Son, to be a Propitiation for the E- 
ies fin, when a litile before he had Doom'd the fallen 
Angels to Endleſs Miſery, without the leaſt Pity or 
ompaſſion ſhewn to them, tho? of a nobler Rank by 
heir firſt Make than Man. All this I fay; fo filled 


ana iy Soul with highthoughts of Redeeming Love, and 
ave. trong Admiration of all the PerfeQions of GQD, 
Bat Which fhined ſo bright in the Face of Jeſus Chris, 

„and in the Way of Man's Recovery from his toft E- 
Pn Rate, that my Mouth was filled with Praiſe, and my 


Soul with Joy; I thought I never could Praiſe him e- 
0 nough, who was exalted above all Bleſſing and Praiſe 
on whick'T invited the whole Creation to join with 


M1 WV/ords of the P/almift, in the cxlviii. Palm, Proſe 
him ye Sun and Moon, fraiſe him ye Sters of Light ; 
Fire, Heil, Snow, Vepours end Hermy Wind, and 311 

Itaat he hath made, help me co ſound forth the Praiſes 

Jef {0 great, fo good, ſo condeſcending, and fo faithfull 

* "Wi GOD. Having finiſhed for that Time my Song of 

Praiſe, I concluded wic Prayer, and after went on 

my Way rejaycing. 5 


Ine in my melodious Song: I beſpoke them in the | 


Er When all of a ſudden the Roar 125 Lyen did ar. ä 


tack. my Soul; I Was net by this Time ignorant of 
his Devices, but well acquainted with his Wiles: 


©" He powerſulty-ſuggeſted to my Mind. that new I 
Fus, hat! got a brave fight of Chrifſ, I being perſwaded 


it. was one of his Helliſh Siratagems to make me 
think meanly of my attainment; I anſwered the E- 
nemy with a holy Beldeſs, and with an audible 
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ask d if you had an Intereft in that 
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Voice, what haff thou O Enemy to ſay againft itt 
Ta which the Temper ſpeedily replied, you amayer 


Kj _ whoſe Account you ſo much Praife; to which Ki: 
.. - Keplyed, alas, that Charge is too true, tho' thou haſſe: 
been a Liar from the Beginning, in this thou ſpeakeſſi(r 
Truth; on which I looked up and Cried to GOD; 
aud beged he would let me know wherewith I ſhould; 
_ - Anſwer the Enemy. Immediatly it was impreſt or: 
my Spirit, that a GOD of Infinite Goodneſs, Mercyþy 
and Faithfulneſs, would never have made me ſo Re] 
joice in his PerfeQtons, being fo glociouſly diſplay$a 
cee in the great Work of Man's Redemption, if 1 hadþfi 
not an Intereſt therein, and I told the Enemy, that theſo 
- God who had made me glad at his Salvation, would 
Wi nt, could not deceive any of his Creatures, and i 
this would I truſt. The Enemy than ſuzgefied, that ./ 
{| — would not always he in ſuch a Frame; I Replicd thaſ: 
I fear'd, but that 1 lamented, but teld the Temprer; thoP: 
I fhonld meet with Wimmer blaſts, after all this SunP! 
Dine, I would initate the Wiſe Mariner in a inte 
Seajon, who keeps in Harbour, but when ever a fa 
+ "Fourable Gale came, or a Spring-tide of HeavenlyP 
BY | inflaences, Iſhould be in readineſs to cheriſh the Mo 
tions of tha Spirit, and inthe mean Time would wait 
it upen GOD, as a God of Judgment, and the God off 
3 1 my Salyation ; whofe Sah ation had now ſet me up. on 
WY | High; and made me Ride on my high Places. Upon 
fich the Enemy left me for a Seaſon; and Ifor ſome 
Time was filled with joy and Peace in Believing. |: 
Ziome time after the above Exerciſe, I was in a con- 
i!  fiderable outward Trouble, and having earneſtly en- 
4 WE treated 0 to deliver me out of it, I vowed that my 
Praiſe ſhould av longer wait for GOD, or be (lent in| 
| Zion, then he would be to me in this Particular, the 
Hearer of Prayer and ſo I bound my Soul in the 
Preſence of GOD, to ſet apart a Day for Thankſgiv- 
iss. if he would condeſcend .4o grant my humble 
* Requeſt, and particulaly that in the 23, 24, 29. ver ſer, 
1 * + .. þ eli. Fſalm, | Huld be a Patt of my Song. 
> I 3 1 en SOOd VX. . N amel y, 


* 
* „ 


2 


% 1 ' , 


* *Þ 


) 


k 
u * * E 4 * \* wy 
2 — 3 \ 
Le * - . ” , 0 
/ * — ; 
f : ; ER 
. * a's * 
A 8 F Y 7 1 
þ = ww T_T 8 . v —— * 0% " 20 7 9 1 - — 
= = 4 . * — * 4 % 
” A * % : 1 7 — 2 K 1 
— 5 8 N 25 5 o 4 8 by 4 
0 1 $4 . * " wt Ld 3 aa 1 9 * 1 | * 228. * , 
i 3 4 . * * , IJ a * * Tk 4 U . * F — 
wg bt, { ' 83. * * " " 


4 0 : * 
us, — © ; 


h Kamely, Te that fear 65 Lord, praiſe him; all ye the 
haffſed of jacob, gloriſie him, and fear him ell ye the ſeed f 
kefſracl ; for hehath not defpiſed nor abhorred the Aﬀlicti. | 
ODh: of the Afficted: neither- hath he hid his-Face/From  _ 
dulden, but when he Cried unto him, he heard. M preiſe : 
t och! be of thee in the great Gongregation: Iuiu pey © 
ercylyy vows before them that fear him. 
Rel Accordingly it pleaſed the mercifull GOD te re- 
layFard the Voice ofmy-Supplications, and to command 
hadpff my Trouble; whereupon I reſolved to Sacrifice 

t theo 60D, the Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, and pay in 
ould ow unto the Lord. But when had fix d the Day: 
d i he great Adverſary of GOD and Man, did affault me | 
hat ith his fiery Darts, to Keep me back frompaying in | 
| thafſhe-Reat of Praiſe, which was due by me to my great 
thopeliverer, alledging that I need not Praiſe ſo foon, * 
Sun pr 1 was ſtill under many Troubles, ſuggeſting hat 
Antol bad beſt delay my Day of Praiſe, Ul all my | 
a fa Troubles were removed, and than I might keep one | 
renlyPay ior all; to this I was helped to Anſwer, that I/Fae#. 
Modf Old when carried ſafely through the Red-Sea, did |; 
Waiting their Song to him who ſaved them, when'they , - 4 
d one w they Were juſt enter'd into the Wilderneſs, 

P.onb here many Troubles did abide them, and as they, 
Jpon id, ſo would I; accordingly I ſpent a Day in re- q 
ſomehrning Praiſe, and found the GOD whomA1adored, ' © 
cry kind to my Soul. 8 
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_ After ſome Time I found a Cloud ariſing, Which! 4 
ly en- Y ſay as the Prophet in another Caſe, that at firſt ©} 
at myf as a5 2 Man's Hand, but gradually encreaſed, till it 37 


ent in overed the whole Heavens as it were and hid from 
r, theſe the refrething and lighiſome Rays of the Sun f 


in thel toner; I may ſay 1 feared to enter into the _ 
cſgiv- loud, and it was the greateſt and of longeſt corftinn- - 4 | 


umble ace, that ever I met with in the Houſe of my Pil * 
ver fer image. the Lord covered himſelf "with a thiex 
Song, loud, 2nd made Darkneſs.his Pavilion, and ibn 
J 8 


7 . . 


.._cry'd, yet he ſeemed to ſhut 8 my Prayers: Thi 
. Clond laftedfor two Years and ſome Months: The 
firſt Year my bitter Complaint was, He hath hid hig 
Face, and cannot be troubled. for my gtreuł is heavial 
that my groaning, The ſecond Year my mournfulll 
Song Was; He heth hid his Face end I am troubled. ln 
my tirſt Years Diſtrels, his Arrows ſtuck faſt in mel 
| and his Hand did preſs me fore: my Wounds did ftinci 
10 ' andere Corrupted, and there was no ſaundneſs in n 
fr. Fleſh, the Arrows of the Almighty did Drink up my Spi. 
|fÞ A rita, Night and Day his Hand lay hea xy t. pon me, FE that 
| 1 eden ny Bodily moiſture was turned into the drought of 
| 4 Summer; When! faid ſometimes that my Couch woulh 
1. eaſe my Complaint, I'was fiiled with toſſing to the dawn 
[} ing of the Day, and then in the Morning the Cry was 
when willitbe Night, and at Night when will it bali 
| 
| 


Morning: Iremembred 60 D and was traubled 
and I communed with my Heart, where with 1 mig 
eaſe my ſmart; Iremembered the Days of Old, when 

8 he led me through the Wilderneſs, and the Spirit o 
{ the Lord as I thought had cauſed me to reſt, hut nov 
wit Was I ready to Cry out: Is it true in very deed, that th 
= Lord hath firget to be gracious, hath he ſhut up all kill 

| 5 Bowel-s of tender Mercy in his Wrath, doth his Prom 
Fail for evermore. I was ready to conclude that all 

Men were Liars, and all former Experiences wer 
Deluſions, and yet glad to Cry out. O that it werlf 
iF , with me as in Months pe$t, when the Gandle of the Lo? 
did ſhine upon: my Tabernacle, and when: by his Light: 
- avalked through Darkneſs : Bat ſtill the Comforter thi 
| _ ſhould relieve my Soul was far from me, and my bro 
ken Bones were never like to rejoice, Tho it be ſai 
he hideth his Face but for a Moment, and that h 

| Anger endureth but for a Night; yet the Time of m 
uad Exerciſe ſeem'd the longeſt Period of my Life, fc 
loy was never like to come in the Morning. The ſ 
cond Year of my Piſtreſs, I Vas made indeed to alt 
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iti the gon of my Trouble, and try out, he 
os hid his Face and I am troubled, V 
ln my firſt Years Exercise it was a great part of my 
orden, that I could not be duly Burdened, when 
Nee Glory was departed from me; but now I was made 


d indeed my trouble was ſo great, that I could not 
ell ſpeak ; amidſt all my down-cafting, Thad the 
earing Lyon to graple with, who likes well to fiſhr 
muddy Waters; he ſtrengly ſuggeſted to me that 
A thould not eat, becauſe I had no Right to Food, 
ri I ventuled to do it, the Enemy affured me, that 
Wc Wrath of GOD would go down with my Mor- 


bs I and that becanſe 1 had forfeited a tight to the Di- 
legfW@n< Favour, and- therefore had nothing to do with 
iobl Ry of GOD's Creatures: Fo this I Anfwered, that 


WE cn the Wicked had a right to Eat and Di ink, by 
Law of Creation and the indulgence of Proyvi- 
nce; for even an Earthly Judge had ſo much gene- 


„atv, as to allow 2: Condemned Criminal, lo-be fed. 
2 % Bread and Water, at leaft till the Day of Ræeca- 
„nn, and how much more Compaſſion would GO 


ew to his Creatures, the Workmanſhip of his hands, 
en thoꝰ under a Sentence of.Condemuation, as long 
he granted the Repriye; or ſpared the Execu- 


Lor pee of the formidable Sentence, yea; J alledged I 
ght Ad 4 Civil Right by the Laws of the Land, PW: 
A thi aht to make uſe of it for the Preſerving of the 
bro ie Which GOD had given, even as I was a Mem- 


r of the Society in which Providence placed me. 
gwever, ſo violent were the Temptations of the 
rong Enemy, that I frequently forget to eat my _ 
read, and durſt not attempt it, and. when 8 : 
e pcrſwaſion of my Wife, I at any time did it, 

e Enemy through the Day did buffet me in a vi- 


„own, that as he hid his Face, ſo this was my trouble | 


—* Pent way, aſſuring me that the Wrath of GOD 


ad gone over with what 1 1% he SOD MN 
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I from Day to Day about my 1 employment, 
- broken aud much born down, and the weak Body 
ſearce able i ſubſiſt any longer; than the Enemy per | 
| ſwaded me, if I wauld tell my Caſe to any Chriſtian 
Friend, I coald not give a greater Evidence of groſs 
Hypocriſie, than to pretend to Soul Exerciſe: In this 
- I,was indeed the Devils Cloſet Secreter, to my great 
Prejudice and Satan's advantage, for had I reveal'd 
my diſtreſs to an Interpreter, ene among a. Thonſand, 
the Enemy { by God's afftitance ) might ſooner have 
been foiled: But as my Wounds did ſtink, fo my 
folly made it ſo: having enjoir'd my Wife, to let none 
know. my Diſtreſs and Exerciſe. 1 
The Enemy after all did ſo purſue me, that he vio- 
lently ſuggeſted to my Soul, that ſome time or other, 
Gad. would ſuddenly deſtroy me as with a Thunder- 


— 


Jet every now and then, I looked about me, to receive - 
the Divine Blow, ſtill expecting it was a coming yea, 

many Nights I durſt not ſleep, leaſt l had awakned( 
- inEveriafting Flames, and in this dreadfall Conſuſi-· 
on, have Prayed on my Bed whole Nights, that GOD / 
would avert the feared Vengeance, I crycd to him out 


[4 Water: Spouts, an. ell his billews went over me, yet ly 
Was never like to hear his loving kindneſs in the 


Morning, yet ſtill I had my Prayer to the God of my} 
Life, ſometimes crying out, My Rock, why forgeteſt thou 
mne ſo,how-long ſhall Igo thus Meurning by the opt reſſi en 

ne the Enemy, its like 2 ſword in my Bones, whileſt my foe! 

apbraid me, and whileft. the Enemy ſeys unto my Soul, 
ohereis thy GOD: At another time crying out, O fe 
forth thy light and thy truth, let them le my guides, and 
len wil Igo to the Altar of God, io God my eæceed ing 
Joy; ſometimes I have ſaid, O my foul! why art thou ca 
-.. down within-me, and why thus diſquieted in me; but ye 
2 - alter all, I gurſt not venture to ſay tg my e | 
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clap, which fo filld my Soul with Fear and pain, 


af the depth, and deep called io deep, at the noiſe of hit 
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Soul, Hope thou in God for I Pe. yet proife him, whois 
the health of my Countenance and my God. Whileſt thus : 
Lwas in the fearfull Pit, and: finking in the Miery -. 
Clay it pleaſed the Kind God to deviſe means, that his 
baniihed might be again brought Home, and ſoon af- 


| ter did ſay deliver him from going down to the Fit, 


for I have found a Ranſom, and my outgate from the 
Pit wherein was no Water, Was in the following; 
manner, ID) | 1 


The Preſbytry had appointed' our Minifter Mr. 


Craufora, to ſupply at Kirkmicheel, which was then 


Vacant, he had intimated to us, that we were not to 


expect Sermon that Day, accordingly he ſtudied for 
Kirkmichael, but a Providence falling out on the Satur- 
day prevented his going there, which made him ſend 


- Word to ſome near his own Church; that he would 


Preach at home, becauſe he was inſuperably-obſtruc- 


2 


ted from going to Kirkmichecl. On the Sabbath amidſt 
my great Diſtreſs, 1 went to the Houſe of GOD, for 


ü loved the Habitation of his Houſe, he place” 


where his Honour dwells, and there that Day he ſent 


liis Word; which afterwards healed my Soul. The 


1} Miniſter laid aſide. his ordinary for that Day, and 


"I Preacy'd from the Text he had ſtudied for Kirkmiche- 


el, which was this in the xlii. Pſalm, O my Seal why- 
ert thou caſt dewn &c. Ithought when he Read his 
Text, that he ſingled me out with his Eye, and look - 
ed always my ways, and in a Word; his whole Ser- 
mon was ſuited to the ſeveral parts of my long and 
ſharp Exer ciſe, ſe that l was amazed what to make of 
the. Providence; in the multitude of the thoughts that 


rolled within me, the Enemy ſuggeſted, that if the Mi- 


nifier had not plowed-with my heifer, he had not read 
my Riddle, and did inſinuate that my Wife had told 
the Miniſter's Wife my Diſtreſs, and that fhe had told! 


5 ker Husband, and therefore he had choſen the Sub- 
RY eee en ee 
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= totake Comfort whick came not from GOD, b 


wy 
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ut on- 


wo ly.from Man; on which! ſulpended my taking com- 
WW fort, till Lenquired at my Wife, if ſne had diſcover- 


el my Caſe to any, and from her I found ſhe had ne- 
wer.deyulged it, this made me on the Monday go to 
Mr. Crauferd, and enquire how he came to chule that 
Text that Day: he Anſwered he always ſought Di- 
reſtion from GOD: in chuſing what he Was to Preach. 
on: Aſter which the Lord ſhined on his Word and 
Providence, and ſaid as it were tothe poor Priſoner 
go forth ſhew your ſelf; Ihe Lord began that Day 
to knock off the Fetters wherewith I had been long 
bound, and ſometime after more eminently ſhined u- 
pon my need y Soul, at a time when my Wife was 
nigh unto Death, but wWonderfully broug ht back from 
tke gates of It. Rejoite not thou over me O mine Enemy, 
thy 1 fall T ſhall ariſe, tha“ I walk in darkneſs, the Lerd 
be Light unto me, tho he cauſed long grief, yet 
Had he Compatſien, according to the multitude ef. 
His tender MefCjes- and fuffcred not the Enemy al- 
TEC Re. T7 TINT: 
Some time thereafter Satan ſtood at my right Hand 
toꝛreſiſt me, and charged me with: al] my Sins, and 
the-aggravations of them, as alſo. my, Plagues of 
Heart, and enquired-by.his ſtrong ſuggeſtion whe - 
ther or not I my ſelf being Judge, could I think that 
5 ſack Sinz ang Grace could d well together, to which 
Iireadily replied, I thought they could not, upon 
which-1 raz'd the very Foundation, and in a mo- 
ment defiroyed what I had, been many Years a 


HW  dbyilding:. My trouble howeyer was ſo great, I was 


- ohli ged to take niy Bed being grieved at the melanch- 
olz thoughts of my having deceiv ed my ſelf, ſo rude 
Was Ii and as a Beaſt before him, that 7 could not in 
this.dark hour live by Faith; it was indeed the hour 
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for, or Title ta his Favour, all this nat only made 


the Depths ;. and heartily requeſted that Satan might 
neither be permitted to dwell in my Heart, or difira& 


Sinners, for I cannot think ot ſuch a Helliſh Gueſt; 


led Captive by him at his will ; ke maintains that Grace 


therein; And dear Lord, let net the Enemy deprive 


and ali his Religion has been only a Notion in hi- 


rebuke Satan, and plead the Cauſe that was his own; 

on which the Lord that choſe Jeruſalem ſeemed to 
| ſay, L net this a brand plucked out: of the burning, and 

charge was given 10 toke jaway my filthy Garments; and 


. 
as - 
= + 


was the Tentation. J could not read my Evidences 


\ 


me take my Bed; but threw me in a Fever tor ſome 
Days; and chen the Enemy did ſorely aſſault me, and 
aſſured me, he would either dwell for ever in m 
Heart, or deprive me el the Exerciſe of my Reaſon. 
Upon which I told my Wiſe what the Adverſary had 
threatned, and deſired that ſhe would go out and Cry 
to GUD in my behalf, and I would in the mean time, 
Entreat his appear ing for me in ſuch: a ſtrait, and diſ- 
appoint my Malicious Enemy: Accordingly ſhe went 
out to Prayer, and 1 Cried to God on my Bed, out of 


my Head. Dear Lord, ſaid I, gather not my Soul with 
O Lord F ata-thine fave thou me, Enthrone thy felt 


in my Heart, and let not 1 Igterance- 
there, L have Renounced the Dey il and will never Ze 


cannot dwell with my Corruption. but thou knoweſt 
my Sin is my Borden; O wretched Man that I am, uh 
ſball deliver me from this Body of Sin and Death; Lord- 
Ilong for Victory over it, and that through the Blood 
of the Lamb. therefore dwell there in my Heart by 
thy Spirit of Grace, that Satan may have no Room 


me of Reaſon, leaſt thy Name be Blaſphemed among 
the Wicked, leaſt. the Prophane redicule Religion and 
Cry out, take up the Profeſſor, he is now diftrafted, * 


Brain; by many Arguments I beg. d of God, he would 


Heoth me wird ehonker of Rigiment ; fo the Adverſary 
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was put to filence and my Wife came in ſmilling with 
the Hopes of it, the Lord having enlarged her for me 

in Prayer: I imediatelie was not only healed in Spi- 
trit but in Bodie, my Fever was Rebuked as well as 
the Enemy, and I got up and put on my Cloaths, after 
Thad lain ſome Days in trouble both of Body and 
Mind, and thus got a new Occafion of ſetting up my 
* Bbenezer, owning that hitherto the Lord had helped. 
Some time alter this, the Enemy again purſued my 
Soul, and charged me afreth with my Sins, and main- 
tain'd I was nothing but + Hypocrite, aud had beſt 
quite the Way of Religion, for the longer I continu- 
ed my Profefſion, I would encreaſe my miſecie the 
more this he much-inſifted-on; but I being perſwad- 
ed, that in my Spirit I allowed no guile, Fafſared the 
Enemy, Lcould not, nor would not give up with the 
good way of God, for the Lord kad all along fhewn 
me great kindneſs, fince ever lengage&in his way 
{ and Service, I could not therefore ſo fooliſhly and 
ungrateſullie requite the Lord, as now to turn my 


Burthen light, and none of his Commandments were 
gtcievous tome: Befides Ewas convinced, that none 
Was ſuch a good Maſter, to whom then ſhould I go 


words of etorna Life; therefore, there was none in Hea- 
b den or upon Earth that I deſired for a Lord and Maſter 
Beſide him: Yea I-was ſute that what advantage tlie 
\ Enemy got over me now, or at other Times, was be- 
! cauſe of my Sins, and what might I yet expect would 
I o far Tranſgreſs, as whollie to quite God's Way; 
} therefore I aſſured the Enemy, that in God's way I 
would conflantlic go on in the ſtrength of God the 
I Lord, and would ſtill make mention of his Righ- 
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back upon him, I had found his Yoke eaſie and his 


if I would turn my Back on him, who only had the 


| Ecame towards the Tenn the 49verſory ſuggefted. 
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Written on my Fore-head, and that all the People 


neſſes that I was guilty; namely, the Judge who was 


_ the Charge; on which the Accaſer craved a ſpeedie 
Sentence, that he might be allowed to dreg the Cri- 


Jong ago, and firmlie ratified in the Council of Peace; 

namelie, Deut. iu. 42. He that flays his Neighbour una- 
Wares and hated him not in times paſt. hal! fly ts the Gity 
_ of Refuge and live. I pleaded that ſuch was the Equity 
of the Judge, that even in the Cauſe of his own dear |} 
Son he would not, could not ac contrarie to his own 


1 fed Criminal was, I appealed to the great Judge and 
the other Witneſs Conſcience, if it was not una w Af 


that all my Provocations and Heart Plagues were 


were gazing at them, he ſo far prevailed as to make 
me fit down in haſte and hid my Face; however the 
Lord fet bout. 48 to his Rage againſt me till the So- 
lemnity was over; after which Thad occaſion to go 
to Gauſtone on tha Munday, and as I returned, the reſt- 
leſs Enemy made another aſſault, he aver:ed that I had 
{lain the great King's Son, and that I had ſtab'd him 
to the Heart in Adam, and ſince pierced him by man 
aQaal Tranſgreſſions, and therefore he would im- 
me diatly hale me to Priſon; on which I told him, I 
would fly to the City of Refuge; he ſuggeſted that ge 
would purſue me even there, and dieg me from the 
very Horns of the Altar, that I might die the Death 
of the Murderer, having ſlain the great King's Son: 
Upon which he ſeemed to bring me to the Ciry of Re Ml 
fuge, where the Judge was then fiting, and craved' BE 
Sentence againſt me, the Enemy appealed to two Wit- | 


privy to al] that ever I did, art my own Conſcience, 
theſe awfull Witneſſes readily own'd I was guilty of 


minalto Priſon, this made my trembling. Soul with 
Tears guſhing out ſupplicate the great Judge, that 1 
might be allowed the Benefite of that Ac of Grace, made 


Randing Law but would nagnifie the Law and thus. if 
make it honeurable, how unwerthy ſoever the accu- i 
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that I had flain be King's 3 when I ſtab'd him in 
Adem, and that I hated him not for times paſt, tho? I 

had frequently pierced Him, yet this was the grief of 
my Soul, and was in bitterneſs for it more than for a 
firſt Born, yea, the two great Witneſſes knew, that the 
King's Son: whom L have pierced is precious to my 
Soul, and to his Blood I flee for cleanfing, and it 
fpeaks better. things ther: the Blood of Abel; and tho? 
J have ſinned, Thave an Advocate with the Father, 
Who is the Propitiation for. my Sin, it's in the merito- 
rious vertue of the Bleod and Inter ceſſin ofthe Lamb 
{hin that I confide, by-the Horns of this Altar will F 
hye and Die : Therefore O Righteous Judge before 
whom 1 fland, may Ihe juſtified freely from what 


the Enemy hath charged me with, and from what 1 


charge my ſelf with alſo; the Lord that choſe Jeru- 
alem rebuke Satan, ſend him to his Place, and let 
him parſue me no more; On which the Merciſult 
Fadge (milling on me in the Face of his Anointed, 
pronounced my Abſolution and ſaid, Sen bc of good 
chear, thy fins be forgiven thee; which made me go from 
before his Tribunal wondering at the Mercy of the 
Judge, and tender Bowels of the Eternal Son; thus 
again the GOD: of Peace baniſhed Satan for a time 
under my Feet, and made me go on in my Way re- 


| joicing, my 3 filled with Joy and Peace in 
Eg Belicying, becauſe I 


ad got the New Name and the 
White Stone, which no Man knoweth but he that re- 


celveth it, for ſtrangers intermeddle not with this Joy. 


Some time after this, our Miniſter not being able 
to: Preach, I went to Gir van on the Sabbath to hear 


Mr. Stew-rt, and as he cloſed his Fortnoon Sermon, 


Satan flood up at my Right Hand to reſiſt me, and 


charged me with mv Fliþy Germents, ſeting all my 


Sins and Plagues of Heart before me in a ſinfull view; 
upon which between Sermons Iretired to the Fields, 


| to think ena Text of Scripture which came om : 


| Wy & i 6 1 
mind and ſuited my Caſe, the Words were theſe, in 
the firſt Epilile of John, 1f we fay we have no Sin, we 
deceive our ſel ves, but if we confeſs our fins, God is 
faithfull and juſt to forgive us our ſins,. and cleanſe us 
from all unrighteouſneſs : where I obſerved that it was 


moſt cbnfiſtent, with the Faithſulneſs and Juſtice of 


God, to forgive his People their Sins, and that he 
was by theſe his Attributes engadged to dofo; that 
it was agreeable to his faithfulneſs, was evident from 


hi; Promiſe in the Proverbs, He that confefſeth and 


forſaketh his fi ns fhall find Mercy; as alſo in Jeremiah, 
which is mentioned alſo in the Epi/tie to the Hebrews, 
1 will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their fins 
and iniquities will I remember no more, therefore faith- 
full is he that hath promiſed, who alſo will do it, for 
his is the Word of a King, who abideth faithfull 


and carnot deny himſelt; it is alſo evident ſaid I, 


that GOD's juttice does alſo engage the Holy One, 
to pardon the ſins of his penitent People; for when 
Man had deſtroyed himſeif and ceuld not help him- 
ſelf, it pleaſed the offended GOD io lay help 
on his Dear Son, who was mighty to ſave; him he 
appointed and accepted. of as the Ele&s Surety, and 
laid on him the Iniquities of them all, ſo that it pleaſ- - 
ed Yehoveh to bruiſe him in the Ele&s Room and ftead 
he was wounded for their Tranſgreſſions, -and laid down - 
his Life „ Renſon for many; and therefore ſeeing the 
Debt was ajready paid by the Surety, it was juſt 
with GOD to let the Ele& go free, and not exa@ 
double Payment, ſo that Juftice it ſelf did now Cry 
out concerning the Ele&t Sinner, deliver him from 
going down to the Pit, for behold I hade found a Ran- 
Jem: Wherefore I concluded, that tho'I was verily 
guilty: yet GOD was 3 Faithfull to ſorgive 

1s Peoples fins: On which the Enemy ſtrongly ſug- 
geſted, that he was faithfull te forgive Sin, but it 
Was only the Sins of his People; and defired me to 
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find by Scriptare Marks that I was one of them; 1 


own'd it was true, that he would only Pardon the fins , 
of his People, and endeay oured to Read my Ev iden- as 
ces of Grace, but alas, the Enemy, took me at a Catch, y 
for the Cloud I was under was ſo great, that I could : 
not ſee to Read my Character, nevertheleſs I told the J. 
W Enemy that I Was ſure of onc Mark, and would lay th 


=. claim to it, namely that I loved the Brethren, even all 

= © who bore God's Image, but here he ſuggeſted; that 2 

one Swallow made not Summer, and that one Mark 
alone was no Mark of a real Chriſtian, which ſo con- f 

| founded me that the Enemy rejoiced over me, and for “ 
three full weeks did trample on my Faith and Hope, % 


and no doubt thought he would for ever ſeperate me | 4 
from the Love of GD, which is in Chriſt Jeſus; the | 10 
ö Enemy fill purſued my Soul and made me dwell in 1 

Darkneſs, as one that had been a long time Dead, W;. 


Whereupon I reſolved 1 would no longer keep the | 

Devibs Secrets but would open my Caſe to ſome of MM... 

his Meſſengers, if happily I mightfind an Interpreter 

dne among 2 Thouſand, that could ſhew unto Man 
1 . aprightneſs; to my own Miniſter I could not go, 
for he himſelf was in great Trouble at the Time there- 
| Fore I went to Mr. Stewart and opened my Cale to 
him, but Comfort found I none; for the Comforter 
that thould and only could relieve my Soul, was yet Ws 
far from me: Having taken my leave of Mr. Stewwar?, - 


Satan attacked me juſt as I was coming away, and al- 8 
ſiured me that I was acting the baſeſt Hy pocriſie, tell- W 
ing Mr. Stewert that I was in Diftreſs, when there was m: 


ns o ſuch thing, and perſwaded me that I'nad-not lied 
to Man only; but tothe Holy Ghoft; which new Ac. 
i a caſation greatly perplexed my Soul; this being on 
mmurſday, I was ſorely biffcted til] Sabbarh thereafter, 

when early in the Morning Scripture Marks of my 
| intereſt in the Favour: of GOD, did throng into my 
Mind with great ſweetneſs and Power from bigh, 


N 7 * ” _ 6 „ 
7 * ww . 
e 2 3 — * W F 
. Jo” 4 pt 5 We A N Se n N K+ x 
* . y 
"WS bag... . 


4 8 we”. vt - 85 4 2 1 8 5 
2 ni 47 2 ”— / m * 0.4 Ws $ $ #1 1 7 SY. FF * yp 
4 5 LORE TR 4 nes n Nas 1 * ©. . -» . A * * 
2 E ö 
| . K END * "We 
W A wum 


K Yes 


— 


* — 1 
. W : 


T hs 1 

then I told the Enemy, that now I could read thy E i- 
dences, and that 1 was in Covenant with GOD, t& _ 
which GOD himſelf was Witneſs on Graigdow- Hi; 
Vea, I told him, that I had fled to the City of Refuge, 
and got my Abſolution pronounced near Maybole, as 
came om Gargfone to Kirkoſwald ; I added as a ur- 
ther Mark, that I counted the People of GOD theex- 
cel lent ones in ali the Ezrih, and could ſay, Lord doF 
not Love thaſe that Love thee, and am-grieved with 
thoſe that riſe up againſt thee; yra, I love the hebitariore- 
of bis Houſe. the place where his homour dwells; yea, Þ 
am ſenſible of my Body of Sirrand Death, and count 

it wy greateſt hurtken, and long exceedingly to be de- 
Ive ed from: it, and can ſay, that whatever Corrup- . 


ion be in me, I have no quarrel with his excellent 
La, but count it Holy, Juſt and good, and can'fay, 
„% love 1 thy Law, it's my meditation all the Day, and 

© Naays cver with me; yea glorious Chriſt is precious 
o my Soul as he is to them that believe; after the E- 

5 remy found me aſſiſted fo Read my Evidences, ark 
i 


hat 0D by his Spirit Rad let me ſee the Gi ace that 
Was freely given me, Satan departed from me for 1 
Seaſon, and GOD filled my Soul for ſome time with * 
Joy and Peace in Beheving © 
Some time after this as I was coming from the Bar; KB 
the Adverſary gave me a new. onſet, and told me, I wan © Bſ 
"2 A: great Fool to trauble my ſelf about Religion, ſee- | 
Th ing there was no reality in Religion; upon which! 
U. went to Prayer, and beg'd of GUD he would direct 
Jas Ame how to Anſwer the Adverfary ;. after which Ipro- 


cd poſed the tollowing Queſtions to the Eremy. %, i 
n Ibere were no Reality in Religion, how comes it the if 


Graceleſs Sinners when they come to Die, when Peo- Fi 
ple are for ordinary. moſt ſerious, do ſo deſire tio be 
„HFeligious and to die the Death of the Righteous, 2h We 
If there be no Reality in Religion, how comes it that 
ame who were irreligious, haye ſuch a remarkable - - 


— — — 
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WWW 
Change wrought on them, that they not only turn | 
þ KRellgious, but continue ſo through a long Life, not- 
withſtanding of great Affliction and Per ſecution on 
' the account of Religion. 34ly. If there be no Reality 
in Religion, how comes it that the Religious get much | 
- advantage both 'Temporal and Spiritual, by the ſame 
Diſpenſation, by which the Wicked get gieat Pieju- 
dice. 45, If there be no Reality in Religion how 
comes it to pals, that the Judgements threatned againſt 
the Wicked in God's Word, have ſo frequently ſuch 
an exact accompliſhment. 5%), If there be no Reali- 
ty in Religion, how comes it paſs, that the Religious 
are ſo encouraged Hy. GOD, in the way of their Re- 
ligion, and meet with fo many Mercies from the GOD 
they ſerve, and many of them coming to them as the 
Fruit of Prayer. 56h, H there be no Reality in Reli 
gion, how comes it that GOD works fo many Won: 
ders for the Credit and Vindication of Religion, and 
Religious Perſons. Having propoſed theſe Queſtion 
the Lord rebuked Satan and has never ſuffei ed him to 
moleſt me ſince in ſuch a way, ſo that l may ſay. God 
has never ſuffered me to be tempted above nieaſure, Hut 
N Has to this Day allways with the Tentation, given z, 
wuay to eſcape, and has in all my Diſtreſs put und: r- 
= . neath his everlaſting Arms, and has been a pieſent 
__ help infiraits, ſo that Iwill chearfully own he is my 
Rock, and there is no unrighteouſneſs in him. 


SSS » ee 


às to the ſesond Thing promiſed, te give you ſon! 
Account of, namely; Remarkable Providences and 
Returns of Prayer. I {hall join theſe both together 
becauſe in their falling out, they were frequently con 

„ - nefted-orie with the other.. V 
Ihe firſt I ſhall mention was what Imet with 
'Bothwel. Iam not aſhamed to on I was there, and ; 
.declare it was not a Spirit of Rebellion againſt th Gly 


 _thcn King and Government that took me there, as 5 af 
LO, —y SEES 


E c 6 
riſing up and Aﬀociation e reported of 
by many. I hat which moved us to join together, yea 
appear in Arms, was the neceſſary Defence of our 
Lives, Libertics and Religion, for it's well known, 
© MW how the Enemies of GOD and our Holy Religion, 
did cat up the People of god as Bread, and call'd not 
g on his Name, and whetever they met with Honeſt 
1 Miniſters, or private Chriſtians, they either ſhot them, 

Banith'd or drag'd them to Priſon; and for no other 
Reaſon, bat becauſe we Worſhipped the Covenanted 
God of our Fathers, and that according to our Con- 
5 ſcience, and in the way, wo judg'd was appointed of 
10D, we took chearfully the ſpoiling of our goods; 
1; had not 18 ſaught to Lord it ever our Conſci . 

ence. which we could not ſubmit to them, without in- 
curring the diſpleaſure of GOD ; Lon many of us 


— . —— —— 


= could not be Edined hy. a ſet of Meri, forced onus 


by the Prelates, and it's well known how Scandalous 1 
and immoral he generality of thera were; and yet - {| 
uber not joining in Communion with Men, who were 


if :andal to the Chriſtian Religion, we were Huntelf © 
10 like Fartridges upon the Mountains, and expoſed ioc 


he Rage of the bſoody Soldiary. Whoſe tender Mer- 
ies We found to be Cruelty, yea when we complain- 
m) ed of our Grivances to thoſe in Power, in the moſt 
umble dutifull and Loyal way, we were the more 
haraſſed and oppreffed ; and as if our Perſecutors had 
fon, mind toſhew to the World. that they were entirely 
. ** oid of Humanity, as well as Religion; they made 
f f As againſt our laying griveances befete thema alt 
Con hich confidered, it was no wonder we join'd: toge- 
th er for our common Safety, and eur Uniting together 
as on the very Principles, on which our happy Re- 
olution was afterwards hronght about ; namely, the 
Þrcſerving our ſelves and Poſterity from Popery, Sla- 
10 ery and Arbitrary, Power, having ftewn you what 
riſinſ 0008 | 
x--- oyed as to take u Arms at Bor * OME NOW le 1 
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let you know the Providence I met with there, whil- 
eſt we lay at Ha miltoun before the Engagement; I ob- 

- fFervedall my Acquaintances and others picviding | 
- Headpieces and Breaſt - plates, and what was neceſſa- 
ry for their Safety in the Day of Battle; I not having 
Money to ſpare on theſe Things as ſome others bad, | | 

Jocked up to God, and took Rim for a Covering to | 
my Head in the Day of Battle, as he had becn to Da- 
wid of old, for I obſerved whatever Pieces of Armour | 
they had prepared for their Safety, there was ſtill a | 
Soffibility of their being ſlain, wherefore I bumbly | 
told the great GOD, 1 woald entirely depend on him, | 

as my Covering in the Day of Battle; accordingly 

_ when our Forces fled. from before the Enemy, and all 
took what way to go they judged moſt proper for 
their fafety, 1 Rod not through Hamilioun with the 
zeſt, but went about the Town, and having got over 
2 Glen, when I got to the other fide of it. I eſpied a 
Party of the Enemy juſt below me, and in the very, 
Way by which Ibckoved to Ride, I could not turn 
back without Alarming them, and therefore Rode on, 
my Comerade was Riding juſt before me with his 
Head piece and other pieces of Armour, which he 
Rad provided for his fafety, I ſaw him difmaid, and 
that he could not well fit his Horſe through ſlaviſh 
_ fear, on which I whiſper'd to him to go on compoſed: 
, and | went before him with my Carbine over my 
Arm and my Sword drawn in my Hand; the Enemy 
came fo cloſe up to the Way, and all ſtanding und 
Arms, that I could not Ride paſt without touching 
. Cloaths with them; on which their Commander in! 
Threatning Way, asked me the Word I had reſolve 
mot to-fpeak whatever they asked of this Nature, be 
cauſe Fknew not their Word, and thought it woult 
- .arritate them the more, if I told them what was nc 
. . thar Word; as I ſpoke nothing but Rode on depen 
ei onthe GOD whom Thad choſen or if 
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Covering inthe Day of Battle, I got paſt them unmo- 
leſted, but whenevzi my Comrade came up, Theard: 
the Iffl ei ask him, the Word Dog. on which through 
fear He told him what was not their Word; whick lo 
provoked the Commander, that he ſtruck him over 
the Head with his Broad Sword, which by reaſon of 
my Comrads Head - piece broken two, this ſo enrag 


2 ec the Commander, that he order'd ſome of his Men to 
1 | Þ ire, Wiich they did, and Kkill'd him on the ſpot, 1 
ly ail Hepped on without the leaſt hurry or Confuſi- 
m. | on, and they never in the leaſt moleſted me; juſt as I 


ly 8 paſſer] diem, I ſaw Collonel Burns lying in his Blood, 
av hom they had ſhot a little before; ſo that I muſt on 

for tbe Lord was my ſafety, and the Covering of my 
hell Bead in the Day of Battle, he hid me as in the hollows > 
rer of his Hand, and ſet remarkable Bounds to the re- 

gz mainder of the Wrath of the Enemy, ſo the Snare was: 

cry broken, and l eſcuped ar Bird out of the ſnare of the: 

urn Fovler. and my ſareand Alliyfhcient help was in , 
on bevab's Name, who made the Heaven's and the Earth, - 
his From this Time till our happy Revolution, Iwas 

- heffl oblidg'd for the ſpace of Nine Years to fetire and hid 
and my ſelf as much as poſſible. from the Rage of my Per- 
richly fecutors, and I knowing the Wrath of the Enemy, 
ſed and fearing if I were taken by them, I fhould be temp—-ĩũͥ 
ted through my weakneſs, to any finfull-Vaths which 
they contrived to enſnare Souls, or be expoſed to the: 
greateſt Suffer ings. I ſet apart Time for Prayer, andi © 'Þ 
pleaded with GOD that he would make out graci- 
ouſly: to me what he had promiſed to do for his- 
vel Church and People in Days of flery Vr val; and par- 
bell ticularly would accompliſh to me his great Promiſe: 
dull in 3d, of the Rev. and 10 Verſe, Becauſe thou hoſt keep 
ed the Ward of my Patience, T alſo will keep thee from the: _ 
hour of Tentetion, which ſhall come on all the World, %% 


ering} making of this, and I muſt own he remembered thewg 


LW FOES Yo 


Word en which he 1 me to Hope, and preſery- 
ech me remarkably from the Enemy as you may hear 
aiterwards.. e ä 
Some time after this, a Troop of the Enemy was 
Quartered about Deily, and five of them were quar- 
tered upon my Father in Camragen; as they came to 
my Father's Houſe they were informed that I was 
that Morning come to the Houle (for there were 
many Informers in the Country, who fold themſelyes | 
t betray innocent Blood, and that for a Piece of | 
Bread) they had told the Soldiers what fort of a Man 
AU was, what Goaths Thad on. and what fort of Hair, 
And it was fo that I had come from my Hiding- place 
Juſt into the Houle, to get ſome Refreſhment; T had 
not fat down, neither did I refolve to fit down, when 
alli of a ſudden, my Siſter and I heard a great Noiſe 
before the Door, we ran to the Door to ſee what Was 
the Matter, and found Fhree of tae Five Dragoons, 
: whoasked if Lwere the Good · man of the Houle, or 
Ht F belonged to the Family ? I anſwered I was not 
the Head of the Family, but I belonged to it; I ex- 
. peter the next Queſtion would have been, are you. 
Bis Sorꝰ but the Lord reſtrained them from it; for his 
wie ends and my Safety; they told me they were to 
Quarter with us, and diſmounted, and were in a 
great Rage; the Lord ordered it ſo, that neither my 
Siſter nor I were-the leaſt daunted before them; I 
-- ſpoke Civily to them, and told them to be Calm and 
Eaſy; and thry ſhould get for themſelves and Horſes 
in great plenty, L offer'd them either Straw, Hay, of 
Corn for their Horſes, and took them into the Garden, 
And made up à Bundle ſer each of them of what they 
\ © gdefired; Emade up alſo one for my ſelf; E let: them 
ttake upitheir Bundles firſt and return to the Stable, 
And. N juſt followed: but whenthey entered the Stable 
\ | Door, Tskip'd back and got over the Garden Ditch, 
i andiocſcaged fre iben: They: alterwards were i 
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- | great Rage at the Diſappointment, and when they 
r met with my Father threatned to have him ruimd, for ._ 
entertaining (ach a Perſon as I in his Houſe; hutm © 
Father turned the Chaſe on them, and threatned to teil! 
their Commander, that they had let me go, after they 
| had me in their Cuſtody, upon which they held them. 
ſelves quiet, and the Lord kept me from that: Hour of 
TLentation, as I had beg'd and as he made me hope 
Some Time after this, ſome of the Dragoons being 
Quartered in my Fathers, I was lying out by Night 
and by Day oma Neighbouring Hill, to which I 
had my Meat ſent me for ordinary; it fell out that 
the ſeveral I roops which lay at Girven and Daily, 
were all to-Rendevouze,. upon which they which: 
quarter'd in my Fathers went to meet with the reſt | 
at Girvan, I ſeeing them go off, came down from the 
Hill where J uſed to lui K, and came wich a defign to © 
get ſome Refreſhment, whileſt I was taking it, my Fa- 
ther came in anchtold me, he ſaw ſome Dragoon come 
ing back in great hafte and that they were jaſt at 
Hand, and defired me to fly for my Lile and he 
would divert them at the Entry, till could hide me 
in the Garden; I told him I would ly on the iher 
fide of the Garden, in a Black berty-bufh, till hge 
had got them fettled, and when he had dore ſo, he 
might bring me an Account, and I would go off; | 
accordingly 1 went out and hid me in the buſh, 
_- whileft my Father helped them to lay off their 
_- Furniture; for they were the Bregoors. which uſed | i 
to ſtay with him, and had been ſent back in haſte: 4 
Before the Bragoens would go into the Houle, they 
would fee their Horſe put to the Grafts, and notwith-- # 


1 
1 

ſtanding of all that my Father could do to divert 
them; they would put their Horſe to &taſs that Night, 7 Þ 
to the Place where I lay hid. Wherenpon one of tbe | 


Dragoon: ſeeing the Black-berries, came to eat Black- 4 
| berries i the yery Buſn, at the Root of which a a 
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( ) 
my Father FO him at 0 Buſh where I was, „0 ried 
| to him that he would Foilog himtelf, for now in Har- 
- veſt thele Berries were tul] of Worms, and deſired 
( him to bring him a Berry, (in order to get him from 
the Buch aud he would (hew him a Worm in it; the 
Beese went to him accordingly, and ne wed him a 
erty, and my Father opened-it, and ſhew him a 
Worm in it, which is ordinary in many of them, at 
ſuch a Time oi the Year, and thus he was perſwaded 
to go into the Houſe with the jeſt, and to take Meat; 
When ever they were let down; my Zather came ont 
dàs if he had been to take cate the Horſes ſhnould not 
break in upon the Corn, and he told me they were 
* ſettled, and o ſteped oifito my ordinary Lurking- 
place upon the H!! 5: And heile agaln it is evident, 
That 1 dwelt under the ſhadow of the molt High, and 
. the lecret Places oi the Almigaty, when my E- 
nemy was fo nigh. and did not diſcover me: and I 
may ſay that n the Mount the Lord was Fen, ant may 
Call the Name of that Buth J-aovah- "hs for there 
he was ſeen to appear for me, for not only did he pat 
 a'Govering om my Head in the Day of Baitle. but now 
again When in great Danger, be did no encloſe me in 
4 the Enemies Hand. 
| Some time after this, having ntered. into 4 Married 
- ſtare, TY Fatler had made 4 ſeeret Place in his Hay- 
Hack, where I floyd a whole Winter 3) Night, and 
Hie part of the Seed. STUTM WEN By. Wife. Was not Wi % 
me; ſometime @ Friend. in like Circumſtances with y 
18 elf, would come and ſtay a N 2755 Far there was: room un- 
N der the Stack for Two, and this war my: ſecret Chamber 
For the time abo de. mentioned, and. a very cold one too, nat- 
withſtanding. F all. the Hay that was a out us. One 
Morning when my "Wife p with me, ſhe. got uf and 
went gut at the 1ittle hole We had to get out at, and e 
\ Pore the Bundle ef Hay in which 1035 our. Door; at ſhe 
Food: in _ aa un: 4 4 adden, ſhe ehferved. four 
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| Sword, atid told. her He 10a | their Prifoner, en ne 
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Men hard at hand, ſhe ſteped back, aud Boohe# as if foe 
hed been drawing Hay, and whiſpered tb mne, that I ſhould 
keep cloſe, for ſhe ſaw ſome of the Enemy; within a little 
ene of them ſtruck her on the Back with the fide of bis 


they 190k my Wife and Siſter io Priſon, for no other Res- 
fon alledg'd againſt them, but that they would not be 
the Cut ate, which they had no freedom in their Conſcience 

to do, conſidering they came not in by the Door, but were 
blind Guides forc'd upan. ws by the Prelates, and de; 
immoral far the moſt gurt too. For this they were card 
to Maybole and put in Priſon, where they lay ſome Days, 

till a Party of Friends got them out by Night: As for the 
Four Men-who 100k them, Three of the lu en were as com- 
mon Beggers ſerved by my Wife afterwards at her Po 
and the fourth Man's Wife alſo, when we Lived ty ſee 
Jeruſalem @ quiet Habitation, and lived to fee our ſpoil- 
ers in ftraits, and we were Provided for in Plenty, and ſo | 
able and ready to feed our Enemies; now here I alſo R- 
mark the kindneſs of GOD, that ſuffered not theſe Menn 


who 100k my Wife, to ſee her juſt coming out of the Stach, | 1 | 
For had they dene ſv, I hed either been Apprebended, or | 


been oblidged to ſhed their Blood, in which I had no plea» 


Lone time aſter this, the kind Providence of God 
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there, ſome Months after I leſt Carrick to go and ſee 
my Wife, but not Knowing the Way, I got a Lad who 
had been in that Country to be my Guide; according- 
ly we (et off. but dant not keep the common Road 
for tear of the Enemy, it being now like the Days of 
Jae! When the High- ways wei e unoccupied, and no 
Feate to Honeſt People when;they went out, or when 
they came in; being obliged then to go by the 
Mountains, the e came on afriglitful! Miſt and Fog, 
ſothat we wander'd in a Defert and Pathlefs Way, 
and knew not whither we were going: I told my 
| | -—-— Guide that we were ſurely Wandering, and therefore | 
| Ewould fit down and Pray, as I uſually did: and do, 
When in ſuch a-Caſe; before I Prayed I ſung ſore 

_ Verſes of the 107 Fim, about the Redeemed of the 
Lord. their wandering in a Pathleſs way, and how 
the cryed to GOD, and were by him bought to a 
City of Habitation. having ſung ſome Verſes, I went 
to Prayer, and was fo burthened with Zionzs Diſtreſs, 
that I forgot to beg of GOD'to remove the Miſt, 
and lead us ina right Way: I confidered that the 
& | Charch of ilorious Chriſt in this Land, was like 
Wi Sheep without a Faithful Shepherd, and ſcatter'd on 
the Mountains in the dark and Cloudy Day for our 
bY Paſtors who were catefull of the Flock of Chriſt, 
many of them ware Banifhed; others of them Exe- 
cute, and the reſt durſt not be-een, all this made me 
hang my Harp pon the Willo ws. when 1 renemn- 

._ > bred Eden Children, that were Crying out, Raze, 
Raze Zion to the fountations, I was m ich-enlarg'd 
both in my Mourning and Supplications for Zion, 
which was now afflicted and not Comforted, and 
helped to Wreſtle with Zoes GOD: that Row when 
all the Sons that Zion had brought forth, there, were 
few (hat up or let, or like to take Zion by the Hand, 
KY therefore the Lord himſeit would yet build up Zion, 
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and that he would not forget the Prayer of the Deſti- 
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tute, nor let the R of the * fail for eh 
ze mere. Before I had done, the Lord had carried of 
o the Miſt, io that we ſaw We had wandered, al. d after- 
5- Wards were directed into the right Way ; and as the 
id I Hcacer of Prayer, did prepare my Heart to lift up a 
of Prayer for the Remnant that was left, ſo he indlined 
\o bis Ear alſo ta hear, for not long after. the Lord 
en brought back our Captivity, and Zion again was built 
de up by the Mighty God, and-fince our Happy Revo- | 
g, {MW lution, I have ſeen Jerisſalem à quiet Habitation, be- 
y, ¶ cauſe the Lord Ras regarded the Prayer of the Deſti- 
ny tate, and ret deſpiſed Their Prayer: This ſhall le urit- 
re ten for the Generation to come, und the People which ſhall 
th be Great: d, ſhell traiſt the Ford. | + 

About a Year and four Months after this: ] cartied” 
my Daughter . Elizoberh to Craigdarroch my. Wile be- 
ing dry Nui ſe there, the Lady had defired me. to 
Kia my Chil ito Ray in hei Houſe, and be Compa- 
ny to her Child, which was about the ſame Age, my 
Child was then about Wo Years old anda Quarter: 
I ot a Hoiſe and a Woman to carry the Chill; and 
cane to the ſame Mountain where T wander'd by the 
Mi bejore, it's commonly known by the Name of 
Kells-reins ;. when we came to go up the Mountain, 
there came on a great Rain, which-as we thought was 
the occalion of the Child's Weeping, and ſhe Wept ſo 
bitterly, that all we could do, could not divert her 
fi om it, ſo that the was ready to burſt, when we got 
to the Top of the Mountain, where the Lord had 
been formerly Kind io my Soul in Prayer and ſhewed 

me the Way where I was to go, I looked round me for 
A Stone. and eſpying one, went and brought it, when 
the Woman with .me faw me {et down the Stone (he 
{mil, and ask d what I was going to do with it? I 
tC her } was going to ſet it up as my Ebenezer, be- 
cauſe hitherto and in that Place the ford had former- 
ly helped, and 1 hopeg * * * eBaig.. 


- 


ſtill continuing, andythe Child weeping bitterly, 1 


but the Child give over Weeping, and when we got 
up {rom Prayer, the Rain was pouring down on e- 


fell not one drop, the place not rained on was as big 
rejaicing the Child well pleaſed, and we wondering 


atthe goodneſs of GUD who kept us and the Child 
dry, whileſt it continued for a confjderable time to 


- -Graigdsrroch. my ordinary was to gg out ſome Nights 


xy of me, not knowing there who were our Friends, 


to the Lady, who knew I was about the Houſe, leaſt 


_ ; wandering out in the Night, J at length betook my 


direct as to this, and that he would order my being 
pro ided for with Shoes, in a way that would not 
_Enfanger either me or the Family that was fo kin 

to me: Afﬀter three Days I got a pair of Shoes ſent to 
me from my Wifes Brother, who lived at that time a- 


eue / nothing of my wanting Shoes; when I had oc: 


that being in Ayr one Day; he was ſtrongly imprelt 


dieence got one going to the Country where 1 was 
Which be Knew nos of when: be bought them, and 


* - 


1 


0 


went to Prayer, and no ſooner did I Cry to GOD, 


very-ſfide, but in the Way where we were to go, there 


as an ordinary Avenue; and ſo ve went on our Way 


pour down on each ſi ſe of the Wax. 
After this ſome time whileft I was kept hid in 


to walk in the Fields to get freſh Air; and having 
been there a conſi derable time, my Shoes failed me in 
a ſtrange part of the Land, my Wife and I durſt not 
let this be known to any, leaſt it hade made a diſcove- 
or who our Foes, and we could not tell the cafe well 


ſhe might think I was expetting them from her there- 
fore not being able to want Shoes, when frequently 


{eli to Prayer and beged humbly of GOD ke would 


bout thirty-Miles from the Pla e where 1 was, and 


caſion ſome Months aſter to ſee him, I enquired what 
moved him tofſend me a pair of New Shoes, he told me 


C 


to do it, and therefore bought them, and in Provi- 
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herefore had ſent them ts my Wiſe, who could give. 


! — YZ * ö 
D. hem to me with ſafety ;'I enquired at him wien 
got Pe was thus moved to Buy them, he ſaid it was the 


ery Day on which I had Prayed for them, as I un- 
ler ſtaod when he told me the Day he Bought them, 


* 


ere | - | . : 

FR 7-1 he was moved to this about the very Time when 
* C2 been in Prayer, ts GOD who bath faid, & 
nel arefull in nothing, rut in every thing by Prayer end 
1d du p lie ation, mo ke your Requeſt Ena tun ts Sad with 
aging. 3 


Some time after this whileſt I ſtayed at Creiglar< 


in Woe. they had à Child about three Quarters" old, 
bio whom my Wife gave ſuck, he fell into a vie-: 
ira Neat Fever, which threatned to take away bis Life 
in (2 cvery ones apprehenſion that ſaw him, upon which. 
not he Lady defied 1 might ſee him, and. this ceuld 


ot be done leaſt I fheuld be diſcovered, till all in 


"Js he Family were in Bed, excepting an Old Chri- 

eff {tian Woman: a deinen. and my Wife, who were a 
ate {it up with tae Shild; yherefore I came abeuỹt 
ere. Midnight and looked a little on the Child, Wwoo } 
101 Was in great Trouble, that mine Eyes mightaffe& Þþ 


y Heart, having thus viewed him fer ſome time 1 


m 5 ; | im fe . 
uld went out to the Garden to beg his Life from God, 

ing went to the upper end of a long walk, Where 
nat here was 2 Summer-Houſe or Seat with a Hedge 
ina bout it, and there I chooſe to call upon. GO B: 
to hen 1 had for ſome time earneſtly pleaded for Y 


he Childs &ife, the Terror of Satan fell upon me 


e a- 1 : ; upon me 
and" ſuch a Way, that 1 immediatly concluded, the _ 
oceremy was, at Hand, and wanted to fright me from 
vba Prayers, (for I was not Ignorant of his devices 
{ meſſy bereſore | reſolved 1 would continue in the Duty, 1 
Teſt | { 


be other ſide of the Hedge, and it sert aye 
the greaning of an Aged Man. it continued i tone - 
lime, [knew no Man conld be there, for un U e 
„„ ». > ro 


on my doing ſo, 1 hear d 2 Voice juſt before me on 7 .% 


E 


3 


ES ther fide of the Hedge Sete heard the groanin 
was a great Stank or Pool, I nothing doubted bi 
FEE it was Satan, and 1 gueſſed his deſign, but ill 1 wer 
on to beg the Child's Life; at length he Roared a0 
made a noiſc like à Bull, and that very loud, fre 
allthis I concluded that I had been provoking GO! 
ſome way or other ia the Duty, and that he was Ang 

ry With me, and bad let the Enemy looſe on me. ati 
might give him leave to tear me in pieces; this mad 
me entteat of GOD to ſhew me wherefore he conte 
ded, and beg'd he would Rebuke Saen the Enes 
continued to make a neiſe like a Bull, and ſeemed | 
be coming about the Hedge towards the Door of ito: 
Summer-Seat, beilowing as-he came along; dpd 
Which I got ap irem my Knees, and turned my Fa 
towards the Way 1 thought the Enemy was coming 
an look ed to WID ſtillthat he might Rebuke biy 
Aster that he made à noiſe juft like a Maſtiff Dog 
great trouble, this was not ſo terrible to me as the 
ther, [ got ſome &onrage and having my Stick in m 
Hand, I reſolved to and ill to fee it he appeare 
ts me in any _ſhipe, but in ſtead of that he we 
paſt into a Place kard by fail of Nettles, and the! 
groaned as formerly. I heard him very diſtinQ 
and compolediy, yet I thought I would go in an 

| think what ceald be the meaning of this Diſpenſ 
tion; accordingly I came in and whiſpered to m 
At Wife, that I had been ſomewhat aficighted; the o 
Ckriſtian Woman that fat by overhearing drew a Bo 

at a venture, and pierced between the joints of t 

| Harneſs, teiliug me to take care leaſt I had provoll 
ed GOD, by the want of Submiſkon, and being toll 
much ſet upon the Child's being ipar'd : No ſeongl 
Wo bad the ſpoke thus, but Twas convinc'd of my Fail 
| __ "yetcould get think of the Child's dying, I inclin 
FO - on6cmoretoyenture aut. yea tryed. it a ſecond tin 
"hat Stn Ithcn thought was jult ready to deveur nh 
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chat I ſaw God THF 2 Tre Coated if I would. 
det learn Submiſſion as to the Child's Life; upon 
a\Which 1100k*'d-up to God, and beg'd he would Re- 
rote Satan, and allow me to ge and Pray for the 
Orcs Eternal Salvation, and I would not any more 
A his Liſe; but leave that to his Soveraign Pleaſure z 
aii ſooner had 1 done this then 1 went et with a 
n:iMWoiy Boldneſs, and had not the leaſt trouble from 
teen any more at that time. „ 
nen That which mode it ſo difficult te me is ſubmit tis hi 
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Etiemy 1 Che ſe me os it were from the Throne of 
[#0MFGrace, but when ever the Lord let me ſee my Sin, and helps 
F avi te due ſubmiſſion, then I get to the Throne of Grace, 
nella war brought near 16 his Stet, and bed my N 
d ting n with: Arguments, and was allewed 1% plead with 4 
du! 10D, or « Mor: dees with bir Friend; yea, I only | 
. « #3 the Ghild's Eterng! Selvetion, he not o perde. 
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e me he would grant it, bus he gave his. natura] Life 
oder and above; and he yet Lives in Cratgdarroch, and 
way he fil} Live ſo as te find Mercy in the Day of tix 


God, of Ged my exceeding Jo 


Lord; and at this very time I know nothing ab91; {Lraige 


| or that maketh me afham'd, of the Hope I had of 
Di: TS 
Alter it pleaſed ions GOD to bring back our Cap- 
.tiyaty, and Preſbytry was eſtabliſlyd in this Church, I 
Had great difficulty about my joining in Communion 
With her, and that becauſe I ihought our Covenants 
were not Renewed, and all guilty of ſat Defectien 
not duly Cenſured it was difficult te me what to de- 
termine, therefore I ſet apart a Day to ask Counſel of 
we Lord, and went at ſome diſtance to the Fields, 
both to Pray and think on what I ſhould do, having 
entreated that GOD would ſend forth his Light and 
Truth, that they might be guides to me, and ſo lead 


Ppineſs when he was a Child. 


me to his Holy HH, that I might go to the Altar of 

| « Feonfſalted my Bible 
to fee what had been the praQtice of the Church of 
GOD in the like Caſe, both under the Old and New 
Teſtament Diſpenſation, I found under the Old Teſ- 


tament Diſpenſation. That it had been frequently the 
© approven Practice of the Church and People of GOD, 

"to bind themſelves io GOD by ſolemn and National 
Covenants, and that in their Cavenanting they bound 


themſclves againſt Error, beth in Principle and Prac- 
tice, as we have done by our National and Solemn 
League and Covenants, and am per ſwaded, that the* 
Covenants are always binding, not only as they con- 


ain nothing but what every good Chriſtian is obtig- 
' ed te namely, to do all that lies in his Power in every 
Station, in appearing for GUD and againſt Sin art 


Error; but they are alſo binding becauſe of the ©ath 


* 


Pied the Oath, when lo he kad given the Hand to Ne- 


ALuebedgexer, how (hall tele Lands eſcape, if we fhal 
5 f 5 5 4 * : . f "Y : * N * ; x» % Re 9 1 Bl 2 3 ' trample 
; 9 8 6 


„D, if Zedekbob ſhould not eſcape who had del. 


SS r 


. ˙ - quite; wt end 4d a» . iv ot 


very fermal and corrupt, and the Church very muck _ 
ſub jet to a Heathen Magiftrate, who had too great 


> 


— * * bug, — . 


trample en dur National and Selenn League and Co- 
venant when lo we have given the Hand te the moſt 
high GOD: may we not tremble. leaft. our effended 
GOD, ſhould (ſend a Sword or ſeme'ather Judgement 
to avenge the Quarrel of his broken Covenant. Tob- 
ſerved. however from the Old Teſtament, That ſeme 
Reformations came a greater length then others, that 
in ſome of them they renewed. the Covenant, and im 
others not. in ſome the High-Places were pul'd down,, | 
in others they were not; 1 obſery'd that whatever Re- 
formations they had all, who-had been guilty of De- 
fection were not puniſhed, the Idolater ' deſerved! 
Death by God's Law. I found alſo that in theſe Re- 
formations, which came net all the length that could _- 
have been wiſhed, and might have been expected, 
yet Old Teſtament Belicvers join'd in Communiors  .... 
with the Church in ſuch: a. Cale. _ 2 
$ came again to conſider the Church, when Chrift Þ 
our great Pattern and example came into the World, 
I found a great many Things wrong at that Time, 
they Taught for Hoctrine the Command ments of 
Men, were more fond of their untrritten Traditions 
men they were of the Divine Law; their Teachers 


lafluence in changing the High. Prieſt- hood from ane i 
to anather; yet for all this our Lord Chriſt, the tru - | 
Prophet, own'd her for a true Church, though man; 
Things were wrong, and ſpoke Honuurably.ofthat 


Church, when he told the Woman ef Semaris, We: 5 
know he, zur Wor ſhip: for Selvation ir of the Jews; Yea 4 


he bimtſelf join'd in Communion with ker, as did You © 
Lb and Mery, Zacharias and Elizabeth; Simeon an ">> | l 


i 
£ 


exhorted others to join in Communien with. Her, as: - 
tent ir Sam ung ftionable Duty, fo join in Ct .. 
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munion With the Church of Sco72rd, the? our Cove- 
" nanis were net renewed, ſceing {he had all the effenti-: 
als ef a true Church, her Doftrire pure and unoor- 
Fut, her Government, Diſc-pline and Worſhip, ac- 


cording to the Word of G0, and the Sacrameuts 
Adminiſtrated according to the Pattern ſhown in the 


Mount, ſeeing the had appointed alio a Natienal Faſt, 


3s the Jews did of eld, after their 1etiirn from their 
Captivity, to bewail all the Defe@iups that all Ranks 

ad been guilty of under Frelacy; ſo that in à Nation- 
al Way. High and Low, had occaſion io Conlenin 
themſelves, tor trampling on God's Holy Laws, yea 
for deſpifing the Oath and breaking the Covenant, 
after we kad lifted up ou Hand tothe. Moſt High. As 


fuck like confiderations as theſe, clear'd up my Way 


In joining m Communion with this Church fnce the 
Revolution, ſo I have ever ſince loved the Habita- 
tion af his Hole, te Place where bis Honour dwells, 
and do adore: his Helly Name, that ever he gave 


me Gonnſel, for I muſt own to his Praiſe, af he 


Ras helped me te draw Water out of theſe Wells of 
S2Fvoetion With gu eat Joy, and has frequently ſatiſ- 
fed me wih the f.uns of his Houſe. even of his Hily 


Place; and bas ircquently made all his Garments, all 


Bis Ordinances, ſmell to me of Ales, Myrrh and 


el, and to this Day makes me Joyfull, when it's 


faick unt us, Let UL 20 to the Houſe of the Lord; 
and whileft I ve ſh. H ever Pray for the Peace of Je- 
mſtem, and for my Fiiends add Brethrews ſake, and 


dor the Howe dt the Lord, and {or my own ſake and 


Poſterities (80, will ever ſeek her good, and ſtill 


Mall wich that Peace be within her Walls, and Prof. 


perity within her Palaces, aui that a ſeed may be raiſ- 


et up here in this Church and elſewhere, that will do 
Fim Service, While San and. Moon do endure. 


Aſter this ſometime, my Wife finding her (elf with 
Siuld acquainted) me there with, andthe: Lord bore 


Days of her Reckoning, ſhe took a violent Head Fe- 


A — 


VV P | 
it in on my Mind, that my Wife would be in eminent. - 
Danger before ſhe were Delivered, and that the 
Child would Die; in Prayer and out of Prayer, by 
Night and Day this hanted me, I kept it from my 
Wife as long as 1 could: but at length was <bliged 
to let ber know it; when ſhe told me ſhe was With 
child, even befsre the Lime of Life, i reckoned it 
my Duty to be concerned, that GUD woeuld cath 
with Skin and Fleſh, and fence with Bones and 
Sinews, and that he would in due time grant Life 
and Favour: I thought it Duty, I Tay to defire 
earpefily, that GOD weuld rute all its Members 
in his Book, and ſhew/Kkindnets in the Forming of 
that Piece of his Workmanſbip, whileſt it was in 
the Womb, as in the moft Jowett parts of the Earth, 
far frem and eut of the reach of bumate Eyes or 
Hands; but my impremon fill cortinuing that it 
ſhould baye Lite, but toon loſs it, I defired my Wiſe 
to let me know when ſhe quickred, which accor- 
dinglyſhe did, and then I Prayed more ditectly for 
the Fruit of the Worab. and gave it away te GUD 
by the Bond of that everlafling Covenant, Which - 
had taken for my ſelf and all mine; Ithus continu- 
ed my_ Concern for it, never beging Life, os that it 
ſhould come liying out of the Womb, 1 was ſo per- 
ſwaded that it would” not be granted, that 1 only 
cryed for Everlaſting Salvation te it. and in doing 
fo was much enlarged, and had near Acceſs to GD? 
1 was ſtill under the Ifiprefiion that my Wite's Life 
would-be in the greateſt hazard, before fhe was de- 
livered of the Child; and accordiogly within ten 


ver, and in the fifth Day of her Fever, her Pains cane 
on her and was delivered of a Dead Child, the Chile IF 
Was Living till about an Hout beſate tke Deliver 8 | 
wy Wie had 12 auf heation dangerous 
*Eoubles, that her Life was given over by ali forts, 
708 128 CE; +; : N 9 84 ; 9 d 
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With me, and the defies my Eyes Was not taken a- 


3 


aud thoſe of goed Skill; this they, Kept quiet a little 


from me, till one Day I was conveying our Miniſter 
Home, when he had been ſeeing my Wife, he was 
much $Kkill'd in the flady of Phyfck, having made it 


his ftudy inthe Times of our late Treables. Iasked 
him, what he thought of her, he told me it was proper 


now to be free With me, and he beheved to let me 


knew, that no Life could be expeRed for her: On 


Which retarned Home and went to Prayer, and con- 
tinged for the moſt! part in Prayer, every new and 


then for the ſpace ef forty cight Hours, 1- ftill came 
in after Prayer 19 fee how.ſhe was, but minded no 
other Thing, but how to get near to GOD. for her 


Salvation, in the laſt of the forty eight Hours: I got 
fach Maniſeſtations of GOD, ſuch jatimate Commu- 
nion With: kim, ſuch. petſwaſion of her Salwation, 
that l had ſuch an uncommon gale of the Spirit, that 
L came from the duty aud my Countenance no more 


fad; Icamein to enquire as before how my Wife Was, 
and” when ſhe ſaw me, ſhe took me by the Hand, 
Aad ask'd what that meant which (he faw in my 


Countenance, ſhe ſaid fhe feared that People would 
miſtake me confideriag the was fo low, to beheld 
ſach an unuſual Joy, fparkling as it were in every 


Part of my Face, i told her What Accets 1 had to 
00, in wreſtlipg for her Salvation, and that the in- 


ward joy I ſelt, could not he contain'd but behoved 
to break out, for the Light.of s Countenance was 
the health and ſhining of mine; I told ber the Viſion 


ſeemed to he for an apyointed time; hut it would ſpeak: 


and tho? it ſhanld tarry. I would: wait for it : for eig hi 


Days after this Marifeſtation, which Igo O in 
the Mount of Prayer and Meditation, it was Remark - 


ett that an uncommen Huſtre agpearẽd in my Counte- 


nance, in the Evesen hal- van Enew not what 


was the Oct aſion of it. After this my Wiſe wa: ſpare 
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Dangerous &ale ſhe was in, could not hut ry out on. 
her Recovery i, Behold what has OD wrobght : it vas 
judeed the doing of the Lord, end mervel 

of all. and good Cauſe had Ito cry out, v Right Hand 

of Jehedah does ever valiautly, and that bal! Trender 16 
the Lord, who ſpared with me one that had been my... 
ſweet Companion in the moſt of my Tribulstiens and - - 
the Wife of my Youth, yea my great ſupport and Com- 
fort in the Houſe of my Pilgrimage; For this Iwill 
Sacrifice the Sacrifice of Thankſęgi ing, to thai GQD. 


who not only provided her as an help meet for me, 


but has for Forty ſeven Tears made her Remarkablỹx 
ſo: Iacknewledge I get her as the Fruit of many 

Prayers, and will make him my. Song. even Fehoweh, © 
who made the Match, and has made it ſo comſortable 
and fo Ling, „ * 
| Not long after this it pleaſed the Lord to afflitt me 

with an Univerſal Cruel, which had broke out in 
many parts of my Body, and taken my Righi Hand 


* 


off the Joint, ſo that I had no Power of it, aad was 
laid afide from 1 Work; 1 conſulted a Fhyficion of. 
the teſt skill in our Country, who told me, be could 
not do me any Seryice, if it were net to apply ſome / 
Plaiſters to the Wounds to eaſe my Pain, and adviſed 
me not to trouble my ſelf with Phy/iciars for I would. 
find them all PAyfcions of no Value; baving continu- 
ed under this trouble for two Years, I found an inclin- 
ation to go to Moffer, thoꝰ my Circomflances were ſo 
low at the Time, I Knew not well how get there, 
but having a*ked couuſel of the Lord. Ifaid 1 would. 
go, and make uſe of the Water in Faith. as a mean ap- 
pointed, and frequently made uſefull by GOD, and I 


would entirely depend on GOD, for making ituſefal 


to me, and have all my expectation item him, who 
Works by Means, without Means, and contrary. to 

Means, as ſeemeth good in his ſight; Accordingly I 
Fi ß nent 


way by this er * all who knew the 
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Home with Joy. and was able to go about my Work. 
I went three Summers and ſtaid about ſix Days every 
time at Meffot, and as my Hand was reſtored to its 
Place aud ſtrength the fiiſt Time 1 went, ſo the ſol- 
lowing Seafons LWasperſectly Recovered, and alt 
1 my Sotes dryed up, a my Wounds healed, and 1 
reſtored to a found and bealihy Conſtitution. Whileſt 
Iwas under the Trouble and my Sores tuning, G00 


hold up hy- Arm. and look on my runing Sores, with 


mere. i - * 

A little before my above ſaid Trouble, when I came 
back from my long Captivity, ( as God had bronght 
back Sion © | 


 __ 


own Hill, where frequently the Lord has met with 
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welt, and in a cloſe Les £5 on GOD did Drink” 
of the Water, and waſhed my Wounds therewith, ſor 
the ſpace b{ Forty anteight Hours at proper Seaſons, 
and the Lord by this brought my Haud-back to the 
Joint, and made it ſtrong as aforetime, fo that I came 


helped me to great Submiſſion and Patience, I uſed io 


as mach. ey as ever the Bride rejoiced-in her Attire, 
and aſed de call my Seret, the Bracelets where with 
God hadadorned me; I took my Trouble fo out of 
GOD; band who had done much for me, and had 
pfremiſe d to do mich more, that all he did tome and 
Vith me, appcar'd to me as Marks of his Favour, No- 


aptivity, ſo at the ſame time be broug ht 
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fix Yeais 1 was able to go about my work tho” weak- 
Ly: but for the ether eight and three Quarters I could 
| do 


I f 1 


Husband- man Diſeretion would teach me to order 
all my affairs with Diſcretion to the end, and I was 
mad to Remark ever fincs, that whereas before this 


time of Prayer, a great many had outwitted me in Buy- 
irg and Selling, and were like to carry off the litile 
that L had in a Werld, yet after counſel ſought'of God 


in this Matter, I was ether in Providence kept from ; 
having much Bufineſs with the Craity, ot helped to a 


Holy and juſt Caution in the Bufineſs of Trade, that 
to this Day the Lord has helped, and kept me from 


the paths of the Detiroyer, of the unjuſt fraudulent 


and violent Man. . $ 
After this I was ene Day taking ſome Broth, and a 


little Bone went over with the Broth by the endeay- 


ouring to get it up, it gut inte the Windpipe, and 


went down as far as it had paſſage, it continued im- 


moveable for Fourteen Years and three Quarters; W 


nothing. this thiew me into a Decay, for it occa- 


ſioned a great Cough, Drought and Spitting, and : 
none thought I could Recover. yet attheend of the 
above ſaid ipace. I was taking a dr ink of Water, and 


my Cough coming on at the Time, occaſioned my 


Y omiting the ſame, and with that ſtreſs and V omit. 
ing the Bone came away, after it had ladz'd withinme 


Fourteen Yearsand three Quarters as above; the Bune 


When it came away was inbigneſs and ſhape, like the 
half ef an ördinary Hazel-rut-ſhell. Ali the Time 1 


was under this Trouble I was helped to great Pati- 
ence and Submiſſion, and aburnaritly ſatisfied to die 
by it: The Lord the whoie, Time it continued made 
me chearfully acquieſce in his Diſpenſation. without 
murmuriag or tepining. and ſie my Deliverance 


from it. tho” my Body*conndering my Age aud 
Troubles I went through; be net fe firoug as former- 
ly, yet Lhave apjoy'd atolery 


ble mealute of Health| 


Wy 


kills and he makes alive.  _ 
ln the Time when Thad the above mentioned Bone 
for my Trouble, I had occaſion to go ſee the worthy 
Lady Geſftie-ffewert my old Acquaintance, and when 


b- l Days fix d to my Bed with it; on one of theſe Days 
1. ir [tos looking about me, | was ſuddenly impreſt 
that Miſtreſs Rodger the Miniſters Wite of Eauftor, was 
in Child-bearing pains, and that both Mother and 
i" Child were in the utmoſt danger, upon this Icryed 
E  - earncftly te (10 to ſpare the Mother and the Child. 
and was helped to plead this with great concern, and 
WT was perſwaded GOD would preſerve both: When 
by Thad done I wrote down the Time when this hap. 
pen'd, the Lear, Moneth, Day and time of the Day: 
When 1 ſaw her afterwards I ſhewed it to her, I mean 
Miſtreſs Rodger, Who ownefl that the was in Travel, 
and the and the Child in eminent danger. the Day and 
time of the Day wherein 1 was made to Pray for her, 
tho I was when I did Pray for ner about Fifty Miles 
diſtance from her, and knew nothing of the Lime of 
her Reckoning: Adored be his Name, for. as I have 
-Read and heard, fo have I icen, that the Secret of 
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the Lord is with them that fear him. 
Much ebout the ſame Time our Miniſter in Daily, his 
2 Wife aud 2 Son, were in great bodily trouble all at the ſame 
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WE. or faces which it The ſpace of Eighters Verto 
bo wonderfull ore his Judgements,and ways paſt finding 
i out: He alone doth wonders, he wounds and he heals, he 


I was there, I was ſeized with a Cough; and for three . 


a 


> 


E : 
6d that he welt ſpare them, I got no altea len Mo 


P., wherefore IIb ent a ſecond Day the fume Way, and 
V brew er the Lord, mind concerning them, ſo that 1 


t a Third Day apart for the ſame purpaſe, and then the 
Lord efſured me, that the Miniſter Mr. Crawfurd and 
bis Wife ſhould Recover, but that the Son ſhould not, Et 
pould get what was Far leiter, the Everlaſting Salvation 
of his Soul Upon this I was fully perfwadeg, that all 
would be as God had aſſured, and thought it proper io go 
aud tell Mr. Crawfurd and his Wife this for their en- 
couragentent. eccordingly I went and told them, that both 
of them ſhould Recover, and their Son never would, bat 
ou, be Hapfy for evermore ; and ſo it came to poſs, the 


till he Died, but gave full ſatisfactien to ail, that ke 
Dies in the Lerd. And now Glory to God, who gave me 
many Errands to the Tarone of Grace, for by this ne 
Tt fed his Love to my p30r Soul, in Fes he ever kept me 
about his bountiful Hand. 

After this I was pained much with « Stieh 3 in my, left 
Shoulder fo that fer three Weeks I was not able to follom 
my Work, for 1could not I Fi it up or  ftretch it out, but” 
hold it on my Breaſt like on Arm broken or out of Joint; 
en Which 1 came over to Kiitkoſwald, ware Ifrequenily 
came to Pruy and Meditate, and went into the Church, 
which was the Place wire Prayer was wont to de 1 
wh n I was in that part. 

As I was Praying, I jo: got to put up a Requeſt 2- 
bout my Arm, being very muck enlarged as to other 
Things, uiil-! was pift going to cloſe and end the Du- 


ty and then It was ſtrongly impreſt on my Mind, that 


Tihoald put up a Pgtition for the tfecovery of ny 
Arm. and it ſhould be granted, on which I beg% . 
God to Remove my Pain, and allow we the uie of wy 
Arm for Harveſt was now drawing on, and I ro foon- 
er deſired the Favour, then I wasperiwaded that it 


Fas OT: "Wen afier l ar oſe from 2 Ibn 


Parents Recovered to Health, and the Child pined auß 


* 
2 ö 5 — 5 a 
* Ws n 4 Ws <= - ai 2 — EE 
Es * * — ; 


FEELS e * 
I K ä {2 g 
. , 7 * 7 
s 
” * 4 


— — 


— Ong 
— » : LY WV Sc >" - 
— — 


2 


mand of the Rage off the Fever. 
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it to the Tryal, and ſtretched out my Arm, and it; 
as well and ſtrong as ever, and has continued ſo e, 
fince, this was ſurely done by the ſame Power ; 
goodneſs, Which long ago healed the Withered Half 
There were ſome Things which I ſhauld have mentin®. 
before, that now I ſhall give an Account of. 
In our Days oi Fiery Tryal and Perſecution be{oflf 
the Revolution, I fell into a great Fever, and lay in 1 
Cote - Honſe of my Fathers; when I had lain Four 
Days I got an Account., that there was to be a ſtiien 
Search made by the Enemy for ſuch as 1 was; « 1 
which the fiſteenth Day I roſe up in the Rage of f 
Fever, and wenton Foot to Caftie-fewarr, which v. 
about Twenty Miles from the Place where 1 Was! 
ing: My Wiſe Raid in that Family at that Time. aff 
none but the Lady and ſome few knew I was there, 
was not fat the Laird ſhould know of it, leaſt he hy 
been brought to his Oath, and forfaulted on my A 
count: When I went thece I lay down, as I came aw; 
in the Rage of the Fever, but Strangers coming to th 
Houſe, I was obliged to leave the Room, to make va 
for them, and was put in alittle Cloſet above the Laird. 
Room; when was laid in there being in great Sick" 
neſs Lmaaned much and it ſeems pretty loud, for my” 
Wife being in the Laird's Chamber heard me, and run ft 
ing up to me, told me I behoved to give over Mournf] b 
ing. other wiſe the Laid would hear, and would cer 
tainly enquire about me; I thought it hard not to be * 
allowed to Moan, when my trouble was ſo great 
however conſi der ing the Danger it might expoſe 2 
both the Family and my ſelf to. Ibeg'd of God to keel 
me from it, and no ſooner did entreat the Favour, bu 
the Lord granted it, and if he had not done it, . 
could no more of my ſelf ſtop it. then I could Com . 


Fd 


A little after the Revolution, I being at Creigderech 80 
Was looking out at a Window, and ſaw Grei darrack 
x JJ 


roch 


roc. 


ding 
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. My 
nding without, I nu ſos 1 his Face, then! 
5 impreft with his Death, yea aſſured as he was 
going to bis Regiment, he ſhould never return; 
following Day he ſet off for the Regiment, which 
about Edinburgh, and in Prayer and out of Pray- 
[ was perſwaded he ſhonld never ſee his Family 
ain: This I told to my Wife and the Lady's Gentle- 
man J got them to promiſe never to ſpeak of it, till 
Truth of this Perſwaſion ſhould appear: accor- 
ngly very ſoon after he was Kill'd at Killicrankie 


d never returned; after the Battle it was Reported, 


at he was taken Priſoner, and carried: off by the 
ghlanders, | went to Prayer about it, and was aſſur- 
| he was Dead: Aſter which 1 told the Lady, that 
e had better lay her Account to hear of Craigderoch's 
cath, then vainly imagine he was taken Priſoner, for 
as certain he was Dead: A little aſter Lady Craig- 
rroch got ſeveral Letters aſſuring her that Graigdar- 
ch Was taken Priſoner and ſtill alive, ſhe ſnewed me 
Iree of them, and ſaid, what do you think of your ſelf 
dw. for here are Three Letters from Perſons of Note, 
afirming the Report we had of Craigdarroch's being 
fiſoner; I told Write dd her who would that her. 
lasband was alive, I aſſured her of the contrary ; -_ 
rhich poor Lady ſhe found to be ti ue. 
About the ſame Time, Three of Craigdarroch's Chil= 
ren taoł the ſmall Pom ; when ever I went in to ſte them, 


0 nd looked on the Second Son, I was impreft he would Die, 


nd this haunted me both in Prayer for him, and when e- 
er T looked on him, ſo firmly was I per ſwaded of it that I 
old the Lady and my Wife. that the Child would: Die, the 
dy ſaid, fhe could not ol ſerve the leaft Simptom or evie 


ence of it, I aſſured her ſhe would ind it ſo; and ſo it fell 


ut, for that Child Died by the Small Pax, and the g- 
her Two Recovered. . _ | | Ep 
A little before the Revolution, I had a great deſire 
obe acquainted with one Nicholes Dalrymple. an ex. 
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perienced Chrittian, be bel about ſix Miles fro 5 
Craigdarroch in the Parith of Keir. I entreated ny, 
Comrade who was acquainted with her, to go along 
with me; when we came to her Houſe and had dil 
courſed ſome Time. I retired to the Fields for ſecret 
Prayer about Midnight, when 1 went to Pray I wa 
much ſtraitned, and could not get one Requeſt, but 
Lord Pity, Lord help, this I came over frequently, x 
length tne Terror of Satan fell on me in a high degree 
- and all I could ſay even then, was Lord help: I con 
tinacd in the Duty for ſome time notwithſtanding of 
this Terror, at length I got up to my Feet and the 
Terror ſtill encreaſed, then the Enemy took me by the 
Arm-plts. and ſeemed to lift me up by my Arms, I fa 


2 Loch juſt before me, and l concluded he defigned 
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do Drown me there by Force, and had he got leave i 
do ſo, it might have brought a great Reproach npor 
Religion, but as 1 had frequently in my ftraitne: 
_ Caſe, and undes this Terror Crier to the Lord for 
help. ſol may ſay my God helped me, and gave no 

the Enemy Power over me; however I came in, anc 
told the Chriftian Woman and my Comrade, what the 
nen had done. and my Comrade asked if I wou 
go out with him and Pray before we went to Bed; 
agreed to it, he asked if we ſhould go to the Place 
where I had been before, I told him J knew no inter 
eſt the Devi] had in that Place more than another; or 
Wich we came to the Place but were no ſooner at it 
then the Terrors of Satan fell upon us both, and each 
of as ſtrove to hid it from another, at length I told m 
Comrade that the Enemy was nigh or to this purpoſe 
He anſwered he found that. but had not a min to men 
tion it; The Lord however helped us to begin Spiri 
taat Diſconrſe, and to ſpeak of the Perfections « 
God and Love in Chrift, and the Enemy troubled u 
no more we wen to Prayer, and the Lord very muc 

Enlarged me, and was Kind in ſpite of the Enemy. 
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Some time after the LES 4 Boy about Tiuelvr 
Tars of Age in the Neighbrourheod, was frequently Temp- 
ed by Satan, to ſell his Intereſt in Chriſt; the Boy alhor- 
red the Propoſel, but was Still haunted with it, and that 
for a conſiderab's Time, it troub'ed him ſo much that hir 
Relations feared he might loſe the Exerciſe of his Reaſon, 
they ſent one over with him to me, Twas told his Caſe be. 
fore; When he came he burſted out, becauſe of the Enemy; 
Itooł him inte the Barn and Prayed, that God would free 
him from the Enemy, and made him Pray likewiſe, and 


and the Lord rebuked Satan that he never troubled him 
more. I had occaſion to ſee him after he had been ſome time 
abroad, and he told me, that the Enemy had never gor 
leave to aſſuult him as he had done, and never perplexed 
him ſince we had Prayed together. „ 
Some time aſter this my Son John, was Servant with 
Mr. Adam in Kirkoſwal, and took a great Swelling 
in both his Legs, which came to Tath a Pitch, that he 
was obliged to quite his Work and come Home to 
me for a time, when he came I was filled with Com- 
paſſion towards him, td ſee him is ſuch diſtreſs: On _ 
which I went and prayed to God, the great Phyſiciers 
of Soul and Body, that he would condefcend to di- 
rect to pr$per Means for his Recovery, and that he 
would bleſs the Means, and heal my Son; after Pray- 
er it was ſuggeſted to me, and impreft on my Spirit, 
| to ſend for ſome Sea-Water and waſh his Legs with 
it, I did fo immediatly, ard with ence Bathing of 
them, he was as well next Morning as ever, and 
continues ſo till this Day. for GOD ſent his Power- 
full Word and healed him. „ 
= Much about that time, I had a Herſe which was 
 feized with an extraordinary Diftemper, ſrighiſull to 
look on, all that could be applied for the remov in 
of it was to no purpoſe, but flill increaſed. the more, 


 wherenpon 1 humbly 3 of OD, that he u O 
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ofter ſome diſcourſe I Prayed again and after me the Boy, - 
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I might not loſe him, and that he would make it uſe. 


Fontent, to that Degree, that ſhe ran from her Fami- 


Wen they got her back ſhe would not enter the 
Dwelling-Houſe, but ſtaid in an Out Chamber in 
g eat Diſcontent: As I came from the Church on 
Sabbath, I happen'd by the good Hand of GOD u- 
pn me, by the Way t& meditate on a- Subject that 
ſuited her Caſe, as I was paſſing the Houſe, it was 
horn in upon me to go auc Viſit her, and drop ſome- 
thing ſuitable to her Lentation, Hecanſe a candle was 
nt lig ted to put ander u Buſtel, and ſeeing: the Lord 


Duty, to help if I could the Poor Woman under her 


: 4+ HORS 
was the preſerver both of Man and Beaft, would di. 


- 


rect me to ſome proper Mean for his preſervation, thy 


full, immediatly after I was ſtanding without with 
the Horſe, a Stranger came paſt who asking why 
ailed him? I told him, he duected me by the good 
providence of God to what would cure him, I ime. 


dlatly made the Application, for the mean preſcribed 


Grace, even on the account of your Beaſts, and ac. 


8 


band and Daughters pur ſued aiter her not knowing 


ES , Frayed: with them and for them, and was much e 


ep As. — 
by r err 


Was eaſiſy obtaimd, and no ſooner did but he was Re. 
covered from his trouble: This dear Children J Re. 
cord that you may make Errands to the Throne of 


Enowledge him in all your Ways, and he will. dire& 
your Steps. 1 | 

Much about the ſame Time. a. Woman of my Ac- 
quaintance being under thr power of a Spirit of Di- 


y, with a firm Reſolution never to Return; her Huſ. 


* what Deſperate Courſes Satan might drive her; 


had-thewn me the Evil and Danger of a diſcontented 
Spirit; it was repreſented to me as my unqueſtionable 


Trouble; on this I went in and finding her Husband 
and Daughters ahout her in the Chamber, I diſcourſ- 
act for ſomg time as the Lord enabled me in order to 
Reſcue her from her bad Frame, and after wards 


lar gad 


— 


* . 0 

d di. larged in the Duty. helped to beg GOD would break 
tha the Power of the LFentation, and accordingly I was 
uſe. made to Remar k, that I rever after could ſee with ker 
with the leaſt D:icontent with hei Lot, or ever hear of her 
what falling again under the Power of the 1 entation. . 
good I iorgot to tell you. that in the Lime ot the High. 
ume. land Hoſt before Botywel, when we had no open Vi- 
bed fion, honeit Miniſters being in Danger of their Eiv es, 
Re. and many of them Baniſhed the Country. I had o. 
Rell cation to hear Mr. Hylam Lomb, Preaching on the 
de offl Hill of Drumniliy. about two Miles from the Bor, and 
ac. fitting with my Face to the South, I thought I ſaw as: 
it were the Heavens opened. and beheld the Glory of 
G00 ſhining bi ight in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 ſaw 
Ac-· ſuch a wonderll Diſplay of al. the Divine Perfe&ions 
Dic in their dazling Splendor, that I not only was made in 
ami- ] a Raviſhing way to adore him-fer Redeeming Love, 
Huff but for all tha: nndeſgrved goodneſs which he be- 
ving ftowson the very Wicked, I was made to ſee ſome- 
her what of the excellent Glory in every Creature J let 
the] my Eyes upon, ſuch a Manifeſtation or rather Viſion 
r in of GOD did Lnever meet with, in the Difgenſation' 
on] of the Word, fave one very like it onthe Mwundey of 


Ju-] Con munion at Strajter, and it may be, muſt not ex- 
that] pe till 1 be allowed to fee him Face to Face, and 
was] know even as Fam known, tho! kmuſt own, he has 
me · frequently ſatisfied me with the Fatneſs of his Houſe, 
Was and let me fel] his Power, and ſee his Glory in all his 
ord Ordinances, yet I never met with any thing that came 
nted up to the foreſaid Maniteſtations, where I might truly 
able ſay, I wes ſick of Love, and got as much of the New: 
ber Vine which goes downfweetly,. as I was well able to 
and bear; and I muſt own, that what Emet with on Drum= © 
urſ⸗ nilly Hill before Bothuel Engagement; did wonder- 
to folly confirm me in the Faith, and remar kably pre- 


rds ' pare me for continuing with Chriſt in his Teniations, 
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and kept me from Thrifting bs Times things, when 
he led me through the Deſart, - ; 

I hall only add one Thing more which is this, that 
having come to Kirkeſwa!ld on a certain time, as fre- 


quently I did, to ſpend a Day in the Church in Pray- 
er and Meditation when | was at Prayer in the Seſ- 


ſion-Honſe early in the Morning, I heard a mighty 


Noiſe at the Church · door, as of one knocking in great 


hafte, I fancying that ſome ſad Fhing had fallen out 
in the Miniſter's Family, becauſe they knew what I 


was about, and never uſed to call for me till I came in 


at Night ; this made me rife from Prayer and go to the 


Door with ſpeed, but found no Perlon there, leaſt it 


might have been a Dog, I ſearched every Seat in the 


Church both below and in the Common Loft, and 


found nothing, wherefore I returned to Prayer again, 
and in the time of it there was a great Noiſe in the 
Dead · Cheſt or Coffin which was hard by me, Ithen 
underſtood it was Satan, hut was nut at all ſuffer'd to 
fall under his Terror, continued in the Duty for a 


Conſi derable time, my Face was towards the Coffin 


in Which the Noiſe was, when [roſe up from Prayer, 


I went and look” into the Coffin and ſaw nothing 
there, and Knowing that the Enemy wanted to fright. 
me flom my Daty, I ſat down to Read and Meditate; 


no fooner was I begun then the Enemy made a Noiſe 
on the Loft jaft above, and Knocked as if one were 
calling another up, on which I looked up to him, or 
towards the Place where he ſeemed to bs and aſſured 
the Enemy he ſhould not make me (earch after him any 


more: The Lord whom I ſerved did Rebuke him 


that he troubled me no more, and I left not the Place 
or- my Duty till my ordinary Time. That which 
the Temprer ſeemed to have in Vie, was to diſcourage: 


me from-coming to that Place for Prayer and Medita- 
tion, for my Conveniency was not great at Home and 


ts be at ſome diſtance fromthe Hurry and Noiſe of the 
{ * 4 k | World 
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hen Mord. I choſe to come to Kirkeſwald. being acquaint» 
ed with Mr. Adams the Minifter, that fo I might ſei ve 

hat Ibe Lord without Diftrattion : it was my ordinary to 
Te. ct apart one Day in the Moreth for Faſting and 
ty. IHumiliation. Prayer and Meditation, and tound 
ef. I zreat quiet for it inthe Church of Kirkoſwaid, 1 ſtaid. 
ty In the Miniſters when I was at that Place, and went 
eat into the Church in the Morning about Sun- riſing and 
nt came not out till Sun-ſeiting in the longeſt Summen 
I Dey; and in caſe Matters went not well with me the 
in Ifirſt Day, I uſually ſpent the ſecond, and. ſometimes 
je | the third Day in the foreſaid Duties, and found this a 
+ || g1eat mean of holding my Soul in Liie; then I could 
e | ſay, © © how love I thy Law, itis my meditation all 
d the Day ; and it was ever with me. and 1 rejoiced 
I, when 1 found his Word. as one thut findeth gi eat ſpoil, 
- | and could ſay, hat I eſtec med the Words of his Mouth, 
1 more than my neceſſary Food. Now $:tun knowing 211 
> | this, thought to bariſh me from the Place where I had 


beſt Retirement, B f my GGD kelzed me. 


Having ſhewn you Dear Children, ſome of the Ex 
erciſes of Soul I have been under, and ſc me of the Re- 
maikableProvidences and Returns of Prayer I have 
met with; I ſhall now hy before you ſome Medi ati- 
ons, which were both Refrefhing and Corfirmirg to 
my Soul. and Flay them beſore you to Recommend 
to you, the tœo much neglected Duty of Meditation, 
and in oder to Commend Glorious Cheiſt, and a 


Lite cf Faith to your rever dying Souls, 

Ihe firſt Meditation I ſhall give you an Account of, 
is what I found uſefull to me. cn the ix. of Atts 22. 
Proving that this is very Chi iſt. I conſidered how . 
it is Proven. that the Lord Jeſus is the very Meſſiah 

and great Saviour, and what Reaſons might be gien, 

Vhy ſuch an important Truth ſhould be fo fully Pro- 
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ven as this has been: Ifind that ſeſus is the very Chriſt, 
is clearly Proven from the following Particulars. 
It, To him gave all the Prophets witneſs, ARS . 43, 


1 They exactly deſcribed him long before he came 
into the World, as zhe ſced of the Nomæn that ſhould 


bruiſe the head of the Serpent, as the Frophet, whom 


the Lord ſhould raife up from among his People, 
like unto Moſes; as the Shiloh to whom the ga'ber- 
ing of the People ſhould be, when at his coming be 


Scepter ſhould depirt from Judah, and the Law giver 


from between his Feet: As the Child whom the Virgin 


ſhould Conceive, whoſe Name fhould be Inmanue! ; 
ea, they told where he ſhould be Born, and of what 
ribe and Family, and the Sufferings he ſhould un- 


dergo, and the Time when this Meſſiah ſhould come 
and be cut off; yea they foretold, how remarkably | 


the Gentiles ſhould believe in his Name, ſo that 10 
him gave all the Prophets witneſs. 


» 24ly, It is evident, that the Jew;/h Nation was ex- 


pecting a Meſſiah about the Time, the very Time 


When Ghri/t was Born; and Herod ſeemed to be ful- 


ly perſwaded of it, when he bad enquire where he 
ſhould be Born, and they told to him, that it ſhould 


be in Bethlehem according to Scripture, where we 


know he was Born; and Herod and thoſe about him 
were ſo convinced that he was come into the World, 
that he Slew many Children, expecting to have cut 
him off, who had been the expectation of the Yerws. 
1 he Prophets had Teſtified fo diſtinctly concern- 
ing the Meſſi h, that the Jews had no diffi-alty in 


underſtanding that he was to come, whom the Pro- 
phets ſo exactly deſcribed. _ | 


3qaly, That Jeſus was the true Meſſiah, was teſti- 


* 
[7 


fiell by ail ſorts of Witneſſes, good Angels Witneſſed 


of him, when he was to be Conceived, when he was 
Born, when he roſe from the Dead, and when he 
| Aﬀccaded up into Heaven, as you may Read in the 
1 ADE, New 
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by a Voice from Heaven at ſeveral Times, that he 
was his only begotten Son, and the great Prophet 


whom he enjoins all to hear. He alſo had the Teſti- 


mony of his very Enemies, yea the Devils were fore 
ed to own his being the very Chriſt, and he wanted 
not the Teſtimony of many Friends and Followers. 
| athly, When Ghrift enter d upon his Publick Mini- 


firy, he aſſerted that he was the Promiſed Meffiah, 


and that he had the great Qualifications and Charac- 


ters which were foretold of the Mefſieh, for when be - 9 
entered into the Synagogue; He declares that the Spirit 
of the Lord was upon him, and that the Scripture 


which he Read to them was fulfilled in him, and that 

he was the Son of GOD and promiſed Meſſiah, he 

frequently maintained before his greateft Enemies. 
5thly, When he called himſelf the Son of GOD and 


Mei, he fully proved it by many Miracles which 
he wrought; ſo that his many great and mighty 
Works bore Witneſs of him, and the Jeu expected 


that when the Mia ſhanid come he would work 
Miracles. Now it is ſufficiently and fully Proven 


by our Lord's Miracles. that he was the Son of GOD, 
and the Miracles he wrought were many, Were open- 


ly done before many Enemies, and fully proved that 


ke and his Doctrine were of GOD, GOD would ne- 


ver have lent his Power to an Impoſtor te do ſuch 


Things; and this fhews that he was the true Chrift, _ | 
6thly, The Doctrine he delivered te the World; 


is every way woithy of GOD, and exactly calculate 


ſew Tefament, GOD alfo bore Teſtimony to him 
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to make People that obey it happy in Time, ande“ | 


through Eternity. Porte I By 
|. 7thly, Our Lord Jefus Prepheſigg, of, and fore- 


told many Things which came exactly to paſs, as 
his Death, and Refurrection, the Preaching of the 


:. Mi 
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1 1 
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Goſpel through the World, and the Deſtruction of + 
the Temple, and his ſending down the Spirit from 
1 - LIE bee ; | N - on Y 


_— „ EIN 
on high, and that he would A with his Servant 
| to the End of the World, and it's evident that Mat 
t theſe have had an exact accompliſhment, and to th 
M0 Day he is yet with his Servants in the Diſpenſatio 
= of the Word and Sacraments; and all this ſhe 
= that he is the very Chriſt, the great Prophet that v 
promiſed to the World. ge 5 
WY | _ Brhly, It is Proven that Jeſus is the very Chriſt, b 
WE, His Reſurrection from the Dead, by this he was de 
we” clared to be the Son of GOD with Power, tho? hi 
Enemies watched the Sepulchre and had ſcaled th 
Stone, yet it was not polſible that he Holy One fhoul, 
. fee Corruption; therefore as he died for his People 
- Offences ſo he role for their Juitification, and whet 
he aroſe he Appeared to many Witneſſes and at dif 
ferent Dimes, and to Witneſſes that were well acquai 
ted with him in his Lite, and that converſed: with hi 
Forty i)ys afier his Relurrection, they were Witne 
ſes that coul i not be J-:ceived themielves,nor had the an 
any tac leaſt Tentation to deceive otters. they endurCl 
ed the greateſt ſufferings, yea death, the moſt Cr ueſ ſo 
Death, tor Preaching and adhering to the DoErinat 
of the Retuireftion therefore as t's fully Pi oven b 
many_Honeft and reditable Witneſſes, that CH. 
WW roſe from the Deal as he had foretold, fo this higſ<l 
Wo. . Reſurrettion Proves that he was the very Chrimlth 
4 for GD would never have given his Almighty 
1 Power, to raiie up an Impoſto. B 
=  gthly, As Jeſus roſe again, ſo he aſcenfed up inf 
to Heaven, and was received to the greaieft Dignity] h 
Power and Glory. at the Right Haid of the Majeft 
on high, and thence poured down his Spirit upon tif © 
= A;,ofties and Diſciples. in ſuch an extraordinary man 
| ner and meaſure, that they wereenabled to peak al 
= * forts of Languages, tho' they were but mean Fit 
er- men, and had not the learning of theſe Times, ar 


this prepared the 


wy 


m excellently for going through th 
a 3 Nativii 


Nations of the World, and Preaching the glad Tid- 
ings of Salvation io the poor Heathen, and this 
proves him to be Chriſt. e 
10thly, The Lord Jeſus enabled his Apoſtles and 
Diſciples, to work Miracles in his Name, and that 
ſtequently and openly, and, this fully pi oves that he 
js the Son oi GOD. the true M, yea on whom- 
fever they laid their Hands, they gave them this | 
Power oi working Miracles in the Name of Chit 
their Lord. 6 | a — 
„ In the Eleventh Place, As Jeſus promiſed to be witin 
plell his Diſciples. in carrying the Goſpel through the 
hell World, ſo he was as good as his Word, and enabled 
qi Twelve poor Fiſher- men, to Conveit the World ta 
dai the Chriſtian Faith, and that in oppoſition to all that 
hid was done againit them by Yew and Sentile; and this 
proves that the Doctrine they carried was from GOD, 
and that the Founder of Chriſtanity was the very 
E Chrift, and Saviour of the World. and no other Rea- 
ſon can be given why the Gates of Hell have not been 
able to prevail againſt the Church of Chrift to this 
very Day, ſo as to Raze it quite to the Foundation, 
but this, that he whoſe Name is Jeſas, is the little Stone 
;Ycut out of the Mount without Hands; and is the Stone, 
;F the tryed Stone, the precious Corner Store, which 
G0 D laid in Zion for a Foundation, and tho? the 
Builders in Mae rejected him, yet is be made the. 
» inf] Head Stone of the Corner, and they who believe on 
nity him, fhall never be aſhamed „„ 
jeff In the Twelveth Place, It's ſufficiently Proven to 
a H every ſerious Believer, that Jeſus is the very Chriſt 
man and Son of GOD, in their ſweet Experience. 
k of Firft, They feel his Word to be a Word of Power 
71.108 to their Souls, in their Reading, Hearing, and Medi- 
an tating on it to this very Day, they find the Power af 
1 thi} GOD. frequently accompanying the Diſpenſation of 
tio the Word, Convincing, Fe Com- 
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forting, Direcing and Building up their Souls i 
| their moſt Holy Faith, they find the Word of Chril 


Peace, and this ſhews to them that Chriſt is the Powe 
of GOD, and the Wiſdom of GOD, and what he! 
given himſelf out to be, ev en the Son of GOD. 


and the Prayers he hears are put up in the Name ea 


Pray, and this ſufficiently confirms them in the ſu 


tinguiſhetk kimſelf from every Creatpre; yea t 


ed: which I perſwade my ſelf God wonld never 
I believe, for he will not give his Glory to anotk 


ww. 
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enabling them to walk in Ways pleaſing to and wo 
thy of GD, and in Ways beſt for themſelves, andt 
Society they are Members of, yea they find in thel 


Experience, that the Way wherein Chriſt has bid H 


Followers go, isa Way of Safety, Pleiſantneſs an“, 


2dly, The People of GOD in their Experienc 
knows leſs or more that A is the hearer of Praye 


Chrift, depending only on his Mexzts and Interceffic 
for Acceptance, and on his Spirit ſor aſſiſtance 


belief of Jeſus being the very Chrift; yea they n 
only believe that he is the only Saviour, but GU 
equal with the Father, and this I firmly Believe, th 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift is the Eternal Son of God, a 
GOD equal with the Father, the ſame in Subſtan 
and equal with him in Power and Glory; and tiff? 
Reaſon why I believe this is, becauſe it's expre 
declared, that he Created all things, and thatby hi 
all Things to this Day confift, yea all the Perfeftiof 
of GOD are aſcribed to\him, by which GOD di 


Worſhip which GOD appoints for himſelf, is giv 
to the Eternal Son, and Men enjoined to Honour tif 
Son, as they Honour the Father: On ſuch Accou 
as theſe, am I perſwaded that glorious Chrift 


' GOD, and GOD equal with the Father, and in i 


Faith have I put up many Supplications in the Na 
of Chriſt. and muſt ſay have been ſpeedily Anſwf 


if his Eternal Son were not God equal with him 


J 


— 


14 
an 
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or take it well that his Worſhip be given to any 


ature; when I firmly believe that Chrift is Go 


qual with the Father, and in this Faith beg Favours 
om God, and God readily grants them, this to me, 
2 Teſtimony from God himſelf, that his Son is e- 
nal to him, and lays me under the greateſt Obliga* 
on to continue firm in this Behef: Therefore Dear 
hildren, be ſtedfaſt in the Faith, not only of this 
at Jeſus is the true Chriſt, and that his Doctrine is 
om God, but O be ſtedfaft and unmov able in this 
feat Article of our Faith, that there are Three Perſons 


Ih ihe God-head, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and that 


wit three are one God, the ſame in Subſtance, and equat 
Power and Glory: and © ſtud y to know God as 


e hearer of the Prayers put up in the Name of 5 


brit, aud this may fully ſatisfie you, that Jeſus it 
e very Chrift, the true and Eternal GOD; for 
du may be aſſured, GOD woutd never encourage 

y to put up Requeſts to him, in the Name of an 
;poſtor and Deceiver. _ . 
A Third Experience which ſatisfies Believers that 
las is the true Chriſt, is this; when ever they are 
nyinced of their Sin, and Guilt ſtares them in the 

ace, there is nothing in Heaven er Eartk that can 
'e them Eafe, till they get as it were their Sins 


„Filed te the Croſs of Chriſt, and this 1 have fre- 


ently found in my Experience, and having waſh- 


in the Fountain ef Chriſt's Blood, I have found 


and Peace in Believing, and this ſatisfieth me, 
it Jeſus is the very Chrift. ep 
A Fourth Experience is this, That glerious Chriſt 


TE niteft himſelf to ſome, atherways then he does to 


World, and this I have found when he has 
aw by the Vail, and ſhewn ne all the Per ſections 


GOD ſhining bright in the Face of Jeſus, ſo as ! 
e been made to call _ the Power of GOD, and. 
. TPW 
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cording to his Promiſe to this very Time, does 
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the Wiſdom of God. and have found theſe diſplays 


of his Glory always enclining me, to Live the more 


fo. as ts deny. all urgodlineſs and Worldly iuſts, and tg 
' hive ſoberly. righteou fly and Godly in this preſent World, 
end to ſtudy to have à Conſcience void of offer ce toward 
| God, and toward Man, Yea by theſe Manifeſtations 
have I been encouraged to continue with him in his 
Tentations, and with chearfulneſs take up his Croſs 
| and follow him through all diſcouragements, and 
have found his Conſolations fo ſenſible and ſtrong, ſo 
ſupporting and rejoicing under the ſoreſt Affliètion, 
Mat it proves to me, that Jeſus whoſe Name is like 
Ointment poured forth, to me is indeed the true Chriſt, 
o Strangers intermedle not with this Joy. 
Et the laſt Place, I 


| * F Je ſias were not the true Ehrift, theſe 
Alſurditiet would neceſſarily follow. | 


_ Firft, That all the Miracles wrought by him and 
in. Dis. Now? were wrcagm by toc co Wer and Po- 


i 


ts f 


licy of Satan, but how abſurd is this to imagine, 


that the D-vi/ would work Miracles to confirm a 


DoRrine, ſo oppoſite to and deftruQtive of his King 
dom of Darkneſs. 


241y, That GOD: had beſtowed his incommuni 


cable Perfe&ions upon an Impoſture, to make him 
capable of deceiving the World, which would be 
the groſſeſt Blaſphemy to alledge. 


Therefore it is ſufficiently Proven, that Jeſus iF 


the true Chrift, 


* 
x 


> 
1 


1 
3 
1 


The Reaſons why this is ſo ſully Proven, ſeem i 


Fir, Becauſe this true Chriſt is GOD as well 4 


Maa, and this being a great. Miftery, it is the mo 
fully confirmed by GOD; Great is the myſtery of G6 
tineſr, God manifeſted in the Fleſh, therefore was 
ſo neceſſary that he ſhould be juſtified by the Spi 
| in the working of Miracles, accompliſhing 9 

5 * 1 ; | £ 10 
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tions, carrying the Goſpel thro' the World, and do- 
JI ing good to Souls thereby. . 
ay 2dly, It was fit that this holes ſo well Proven, 
;1 | becauſe of the great Superftruftyre that was to be 
built hereon, for on this Rock, Chrift being the true 
Meſſiah and Son of GOD, has he built his Church, 
n and the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail ogeinft it. = 
: 3dly, It is fufficiently Proven, becauſe r the great 
-4 | Oppoſition that ſhould be made againſt it; this was 
o early and ftrongly oppoſed from the *Begining, and 
dhe Spirit of Error did ſoon appear, as Peter declares, 
K II. Epiſt. ii. Chap. 1. But there were falſe Prophets a- 
1 mong the People, even as there ſhall, be falſe Teachers 2 
f mong you, who privily hall bring in damnable Herget, 
* even denying the Lord that bought them, end bring ww 2 
; pon themſelves ſwiſt deſtruction ; ' And this Spirit of 
F Error is now coming in like a Floed, and the Dra- 
8 gen ſpewing out of his mouth many Hereſies, to drowm 


* 


„ the Woman and the Man Child, but the Spirit of 
* Truth has lift up a Standard againft Error hitherto, 


| and will yet do it. for tho? many are now making 
ng] War with the Lamb, yet the Lamb ſhall overcome 
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quity; O welcome the Ancunted of the Father, 23 
your Prophet, Frieſt, and King, and evei y Day ſearch 
the Scr iptures, which Teſtifie of this Chriſt and ſee 
ve live to him, and ſtady to know. your Intereſt in 
- him, and if ye do his will, ye all know that ki, 
Doctrine is of God. New as this Meditation which 
the Lord helped ine to, has been both many Limes re- 
flething and eltablithing to my Soul; 1. wiln the Lord 
make t ſo ta yo 
My Dear Children, my Strength failing me, oth my 
car Houſe haſtening to be diſſolved, 1 ſhall not add 
any more of theſe Meditations, Which have been dry 
Hpeet to me, excepting in ſo far as they fall in with n 
Loft Advices to you, and which I ſhall. 8 ive you with 
dying. Breath and Gare, as follows, 
Fir. Set apart ſome Time every Day for Readin E 
. God's Word. Read it-with Obſervation, depe ding 
on God to make it uſefull to your Souls. compare 
Scripture w th Scripture as my cuſtom was; and Me- 
ditate therein both Day and Night, and ſee you ſtudy 
to think, ſpeak and AQ, according to the Law of Li. 
berty by which ye ſhall.be Judged. | 
_ 24ly, Beg of GOD to let you ſee your loft Rate by 
Nature, and practice before it be too late. | 
341% Fly to the City of Refuge with all ſpecd, and 
cloſe with Chriſt a- your Prophet, Prieſt and King, who 
came to ſeek and fave them that were loſt, for ere i. 
n Is other Name E. ven e Heaven 25 which be can hy 
Saved. 
athly, Learn to 85 by Faith, in all the various 
acceptation in which Faith is taken in the Word o 
1 
I. Believe thas GOD is, and that he 18 4 Reward 
e of all thoſe who diligently ſeek him Heb. xi. 6. 


2. Believe all that is Written in the Scripture to bs 
the Word of GOD, Ac, xxiv. 14 


3. r all the Myfterics of the San, Re 
18157 | 
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a$: ligion revealed by GUD, tho? at preſent ye cannot 
ch comprehend them, hut in your dark and depraved 
ee ſtate, are ready to ciy out. How cur gh Things be? 
in 4. Believe firaly that God will in due Time, ſul- 
füll his faithful Promiſe, tho? never fo many diſpenſa- 
ch tons . Providence ſnould ſeem to ſtand in the way: 
re- thereof. Rom. iv. 18. 19, 20, 21. Be | 


AY 5. Liveby Faith ſo as to ti uſt in God, as your: all.. - | 
ſufficient help, when all outward help and con fort 


my axe ſar out of fight. Heb. iii. 17. . F 
4h 6. Live by Faith. fo as to Renew your choiſe of. 
yl Chriftdaily, and truft on kim alone fo compleat Sal- be 
m vation, a* made of God unto You Wiſdom. Righteouſ- 
% neſs. Sanctification and Redemption, giving him em- 
| ployment in all his Offices, and Relations, John i. 11. 
ng 12. Gal. 1. ee 2 
ing 7. Live by Faith, ſo as to depend on God's Father- 
are ly Care, for Food to eat and Raime mt to put on. Lale 
de- X11. 22. to the 29 Ver ſe. . = | a 9 5 . | 4 
dy 8. So Live by Faith, as to be ſtedfaſt in the Faith, 


Li. -adhering clotely to the Fundamental Articles if the 
_ _ Chriſtian Religion, and the whole DoArine of Chri- 
ſtianity in your ſeveral Stations contendirg earreſly- 
for the Faith, once delivered to the Saint. Jude 3. 
My Meditation on⁰“ñf Living ty Faith, bas been 
uſefull to my Soul, may it be ſo t your s; 1 4 
Now. O Live by Faith Dear Children, for without: 
it, it is impoſſible to pleaſe 0h, Heb xi 6. Without 
it you muſt die in your fins, John viii. 24. Without 
this, dar K diſpenſations of Providence wilt make you: | 
ſtaggar at the Promiſe. and cry out with Mary Euke- 
1. 34. How cat: theſe Thiugs te? Without Faith all out- 
ward help will fail you. AC zxvil, 20. and it's only» 
by Faith you can look on things not ſeen by tlie 
Bodily Eye, ever the things which are Eterual," II. 


"TIL. OS ONLY IN s 
Buhl adviſe you to chooſe flit: ĩon rather then 
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Faith, or make a $hipwrack of z good Confeience, you kaow 


not what fiery Tryals you may yet met with for Rigbteouſ- 
= neſs ſake, tho“ Jerigſalem has been by Zion's God made a quiet 


Habitation for near Forty Years, yet we may ſay the Bellows 
are Burnt, the Lead conſumed in the Fire, and the Founder 


©, melteth in vain, for the filthy are filthy ſtil}, ſo that God may 


yet again ſet up his Fnrnace ip Zion. and beat it ſeven Times 
more, till he purge away the filch of the Daughters of Z ion. 

Now dear Children if che Lord of Hoſts come as a Refiners 
Firc, and like Fullers Sope, who may abide the Day of his 


' Coming, and who ſhall ffand when h appesreth, be ſtedfaſt 


and ugmov-:able, ftrong in the Faith, and quite your ſelves 


mie Men, be Valiant fo: the Truth upon Exrth, and the Truth 


wall make you free, depend en God who gives not osly to 
Believe, but to ſuffer fer his Name, and he will help you to 
continue with him in his Tentations; thus ſhall ye have rhe 


ES Tcftimony of a good Conſcience. which all your Adverſatics 


Mall not be able to Rob you of, and if ye ſuffer with him, ye 
wall alſo Reigs with him, and your light Affli tion which will 
be but fora Moment, ſhall work for you'a far more exceced- 
"ing and eternal weight of Glory. I muſt own to his Praiſe 
and Glory, that GOD dealt well with my soul, when he 
led me into the Wilderneis, and as I eſcaped the Sword of 
the Enemy, ſo I found grace in the Wilderneſs; yea, during 
my Nine Years Suffering, I was much fi!l4- with Joy and 
'Pezce in Belicving;z I was made to take joyfully the ſpoil- , 
ing of my goods, and with pleaſure for his Names ſake 
wandered in Deferts, and in Mountains, in Dens and Caves 
of the Earth. I lay four Months in the coldeſt Scafon of the 
Year, in a Hay-ſtack in my Fathers Garden, and a whole 
Febrzary in the open Fields not far from Camragen, 
and this | did Without the leaſt prejudice from the Night Air, 
one Night when lying in the Fields near to the Carrick- Mi. 
E was all covered with Snow inthe Morning. Many Nights 
have I lain with pleaſure in the Obæreb Tærd of Old Daily, 
and made 2 Grave my Pillow, frequently have I reſorted to 
the O- Walls above the Glen near to Camrazen and there 
ſweetly refted: And as God was very kind by Night and Day 
to my Soul, ſo be preſerved me from the fear of Saran, the K- 
wemy did not moleſt or afftigkt me in my. Solitary hiding 
Places; Lea, the Lord aſſuted me; that he had made for me a 
Covenant with all the Bras of the Field, ſo that I was not 
afraid to Sleep in thoſe very Places where Poiſonous Crea- 
tures did moſt frequently reſort, neither received I at any 


time the leaſt pte judice from them, or any of the Beaſts of the 


Field. All this Dear Childten is well kuowa to your Mother, 


—= who was By comfortable Companion in man of my Tribu-s 


lation: 


— 


_ 2 S i | 
tions, and T acquaint you with them, that ye may be encour⸗ 7 
uſ- ged to follow che Lord fully, thioꝰ good Report and bad Re- 
iet Port. were it even as thro? the ſwellings of Jordan. I muſt 
ws own as | have Mourned for Zion in the Day of her Diſtreſs, ſo 
er Ibere been comforted in Feraſalem, and have ſucked and: 
ay been (atisfied with the Breaſts of ther Conſolations, and much _ 
es Miclighted with the abundance of her glory; and I can fincere- 
Ms ly declare, that nothing ſo much ressneib'd my Heart to my 
rs Micventy three Years Pilgrimage thro? this Wilderness, as my 
lis concern for Zion did, for my Witneſs is in Heaven and my Rie- 
t cord on high, that bcouldgive him no reft Day nor Night, till 
es de would make Feru/alem a Praiſe in the Tartk: And now 


th wheo Pm biding an everlaſting adieu to every thing below, 

0 it's the grief of my Soul, to ſee Error and Prophaneiſs coming 

0 in upon Zion like a Flood; neveitheleſs this 18 my comfort, 

e at the Gates of Hell foal never prevail againſt ber, and that 

it is not poſſible, that the Rlect ſhould be for ever Decewed ; 
e all the Divine Perfections are engaged for the Church pu- 
I chaſed with Chriſt's Blood, and therefore.T know he will ariſe 

- and haye Mercy upon Zion, when the Time, the ſet Time to 


hearer of Prayer, and rely wholly on Chriſt for aſfiſtance and, 
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the Foundation,rather truſt in God that ye ſhal yet Praiſe him 
and let the following Particulars be your grounds of Comfort 
1 Tho? ye be verily guilty, ye have without known guile 
fied to the City of Refuge, and given zuur Conſent that Chriſt 
ſhould be yuurs on bis own Terms. Heb. vi. 18. 7 
2. His Covenant is well ordered. everlaſting and ſure, and 
Cbriſt is the ſurety of it II. Sam xx1!i. 5. 1 bath 
g. Plcad his P: omiſe as Jacob did of old, Gen XXXII. 12. 4 
And thou ſaiaſt Iwill ſurely do thee goed, and ſay with the 
Eſalm i, Plain; xxx g. I wait for the Lord, my Som dotb 
Wait, and in bis Word do F hope. . ks » EDO IS "ol 
4̃. Plead his Mercy, P/alm cxxx. 4. For there is forgiveneſs 
with him, and in the > Verſe, Let Hrael hope in tbe Lord, for 
with the Lord there is Mercy, aud plenteout Redempiion. =_— 
F.. Plead upon the former 4iſplays of his Mercy to others in 
former Ages, ia like Circumſtances with you, as in P/alm 85, © 
2. Thon baft fe given the iniquity. of tby Peaple, thou. bh © 
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covered all their fix. dee alſo, P/alm exi. 49. 44, 45+ verſes; 
- 6. Encourage your ſelves even in this, that it is 4 great 
Mercy it is nv worſe with you, Lam. fit. 22. It i of the 
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Lords Mercies, that we are not couſu med. 
J. Draw Comfort alſo from this, that tho? he chaften his 
People in Time, he will not cxft off forever, but tho? he cauſe 
grief, yet will he have compaſſi on, according to the Multitude 
of his Mercies. Lam. iii. 31, 32. Sce aifo, I Rings xi. g 9. 
1. | 8. The Lord alows you to cry unto him from the ends of the 
Earth, when your Heart is overwhelmed, and there is Rock 
BR becan lead you tor, that is bigber than yo. P. 61. 2. Pl. 86. 7, 
9. Tho? Iniquities, as ye muſt confeſs, prevail againſt yon, 
yet the Lord will purge away your tranſzreffions, Pſ. 55 g. 
. 130. g, 4. When ye can fay, that ye count your ſ(clves 
wretched and miſerable, becauſe of prevailing corruption, & 
groan being burdened on the account of it, the Comforter that 
San relieve your Soul is not far from you, he will turn again 
and have compaſſion, and ſubdue your Iniquity and will caft 
all your Sins into the depths of the Les, be retalnetb not bis 
anger for ever, becauſe be Deligbteb in Mercy. Micah 7. 13.19. 
10. Remember former kindnefs, even the days and years of 
the right band of the moſt high, and own with the P/a/mif, 
„e. 1. Thou haft turned for me my mourning inte 
dancing thou haſt pat off my Sxckeloath and girded me with 
= * gladne(s; and cry out as in the xlii. fal. 6. O my God, my 
Soul is caft down within me, therefore will I remember 


6 thee from the Land of Jordan, and of the Hermoaites, from 
the Hill Mizar, 


FI * 


. Te can appeal unto God, that ye take no evil way or 
ourſe under your trouble, when ye are crying out, even to 
is ny complaint Bitter, my firoke is bea vier than my groans- 
ing. ye can allo ſay with 7% 22. 10. But be kxoweth the way 
= tbat I tale; and ye refolve to be able to ſay, as in the II. 12. 
Verſes, + My foot hath held his ſteps, his way have J kept, 
and not declined, neither have ['gone back from the Com- 
” © mandmentsofhisLips,l cfteem the words of his Mouth, more 
then my neceffary food: ee alſo P.. 142, g. When my Spi- 
tit was overwhelmed within me,then th mo, Barc my paths” 
1a Tho” for the preſent ye have loſt all hope in your ap- 
WE preienſion, yet it's no ſmall Merey that you arc not put be- 
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8 ' old, Lam. 3.21, 22599. This F recall to my mind, therefore 
have | hope, it is of the Lord's Mercics that we ate not con- 


= *lum-d. Wherefare doth a living Man complain, à Man for 
We © the puniſhment of kis ſins? After all, Cry out with the P/al- 
nit, Why art thou caſt down © my Soul, and why art thou 
_  -< diſquieted within me, ſtill hope in God, for | ſhal yet praiſe 
mali, who is the health of my Countenance and my Wo C 
—_ | | / 7 f | - 
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8bly, IT adviſe you ſeriouſly to conſider your latter end, 
peut. 92. 29. O that they were wiſe, that they under flood bis, 
beter. ¶ bat rbey would confider their latter end. Remember Dear 
great MW Children, that God has made you Rational Creatures capable 
pf the of ſerious confideration, and your latter End is what Ged 
calls you to conſider in a ſpecial Manner ; Death may well be 
en his called all Mens latter End, becaule it placeth them all in an 
Cauſe unchange able State, either of Happineſs or Miſe ry, and who 
inde Ml will not wifh to Die well, even a Balaam cried ont, Let me 
3 9: «die the death of the Righteans, and let my latter end be like 
kis; to bear in mind how frail you ate, is the way to engadge 
Rock ¶ yow'to to number your days, as to apply your Hearts to real 
6. 7. MW Widom: Beware of tzifling away precious Time as to many 
von, do, ſtudy to fill up every part of Time with proper duties, 
3 . 4d be ſure to chuſe the Way that leads to a happy latte end; 
elves. 6 with all your might whatever your kands find to do, for nl 
u, & mere is no Work, Widom, Device or knowledge in the ſic 
that Grave whether you haften, all Sin will be bitferneſs WET 
gan latter end, therefore guard again it, for the Wages of 
caſt Death, and will make the fling of it terrible... 
f bis This now is the zecepted Time and the Day of Salvation 
19, ſpend Time 28 in it to work ont your own $alvation with fei! 
's of Þ and trembling, for ag the Tiee falls it will ly; - frequently 
nifty think on Death, Judgement and Eternity 3 there will be a 
inte Recſurrectios both of Jaſt aud unjuſt, and God hath appointed 
vu a Day wherein he will Judge te World in righteouſneſs by 
my | the Man Chrift Jeſus, then Wall the Books be opened, and e- 
ber very one muſt give an Account of all the Deeds done in the 
One Body whether they have been good, or whether they have 
| bean evil. I ſhall ſhut up this Advice by telling you Dear 
os Children, wha* will be a good cord1al for a never dying Soul, 
vio when going through the $hadawey Vale, to be able to lay 
_ with the ſweet Singer of race, a/tbs? my Houſe be not ſo with 
oy God, yet bath be made with me an everlaßiug Covenent, well 
wot ordered ix ail things and ſure, and this rs all my Salvation , 
pts and ali my defire, tho” be make not my outward comforts to 
m grow. 2 Bam. 23 5. And to be allowed the well grounded 


Ire Hope, of his ſupporting and comforting preſerice, through the 
api $:adowey Yale, then may one ſay ia the profſp:R of Death, 
the I will fear nome il}, for thou art with me. Plal. 29 4. ? 
2 Sweet alſo will be the Teſtimony of a good Confcience in 
7 | dying Moments, 2 Cor. I. 1a. For our rejoicing is this, the” 
Wa tei mony of our Conſcience, tbat in Gedly ſſslieity and ſince.- 
* rity, not with fleſply-Wiſdom, bus by the g of God we baue 
"qa bad owr conver ſation in the World | Hew tweet will this be 
vor when the Spirit bears witueſs with our Spirits, that we are 


. IJ the Children of God. Rem 8. 16: How ravithing will it be ro 
> hear our Lord ſays, Well done good aud faithiull Servant, Þ 
,,, d OT 
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